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From Rev. v. 8. 


And when he had taken the book, the four beafts and 
four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, 
having every one of them harps, and golden vials 

full of odours, which are the prayers of ſaints, 
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HIS chapter begins thus, And 1 ſaw in the 

right hand of him that ſat on the throne a 

book written within, and on the back fide ſealed with 
ſeven ſeals. The glorious perſon. here repreſented 
on the throne is, in my humble opinion, God 
the Father, The throne is not the throne of 
1 judgment; for although he has prepared his throne 
| fer judgment, Pſalm ix. 7. yet he is not ſeated 

upon that as yet, for the judgment day is not 
arrived; beſides, the throne of judgment is given 

vp to our bleſſed Immanuel; for the Father judgith 

no man, but hath committed all judgment to the Son, 

John v. 22. Nor is a throne of grace here in- 
tended; for Chriſt himſelf is the throne of grace: 
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4 IHE MUSIC AND | 
grace is poured into his lips, and God hath Bleſſed bim 
for ever, Pſalm xlv. 2. It þath pleaſed the Father 
that in him ſhould all fullneſs dwell, Col. i. 19. that 
we might receive out of his fulneſs grace for grace, 
John i. 16. God has treaſured up all grace in 
him, and no where elſe, for there is ſalvation in 
no other name. 
In the ark of Chriſt's body is every ſpiritual 
bleſſing depolited, as the hidden manna was laid 
| | up in the ark of the covenant; he is our ſane- 
| tuary, our glorious throne, and our propitiation. 
As the law, and the golden pot that had manna, 
and Aaron's rod that budded, were laid up in 
the ark under the mercies feat, ſo in Chrilt is the 
magnified law laid up—hy law is within my heart. 
Aaron's blooming rod, which prefigured the 
church in goſpel times, which is called a royal 
prieſthood, 1 Peter ii. 9. and the rod of an almond 
tree, Jer. i. 11. together with the golden pot of 
manna, which prefigured the comfortable grace 
of life, are all in their ſpiritual ſignification to be 
found and enjoyed in Chriſt Jeſus. The ark of 
the teſtament is now opened in heaven; and to 
him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden 
manna, and will give him a white ſtone, Rev. „ 
which is the witneſs of God's ſpirit. 
Thus the ark, with all its myſterious treaſures, 
is now to be found in heaven; z and bleſſed be 
God it is opened in the- church, and poor ſigners 
are led to ſee that the ark with all its contents, 


and the mercies ſeat thereon, prefigured the 
Lord 
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Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is our throne of grace, 
our propitiation, and our only mercies ſeat, It 
was on him that the ſentence of the law was 
executed; it was of him that Juſtice got an infi- 
mte ſatisfaction; juſtice and judgment are the habi- 
tation of his throne, mercy and truth ſhall go before 
thy face, Pſalm Ixxxix. 14. 

The Saviour, as a throne of grace, was 
ſhewed in an obſcure manner by the prophet 
Ifaiah, where he is reprefented under the name 
Fliakim: I fhall come to paſs in that day, that 
1 will- call my ſervant Eliakim, the ſon of Hilkiah, 
and J:4vill clothe: bim with thy robe, and ſtrengthen 
lum with thy girdle, and I will. commit thy govern- 


ment into his hand, and be ſball be a FATHER to the. 


inhabitants of Feruſalem, and to the bouſe of Fudab. 
And the key of the houſe of David will I lay upon 
| bes ſhoulder: ſo be ſpall open and none ſhall ſhut, and 
he ſhall ſbut and none ſhall open. And 1 will faſten 
him as a nail in a ſure place; and he ſhall be for a 
GLORIOUS THRONE #0 his - father's bouſe, Iſa; xxii. 
21—24. [In the above text you have Chriſt re- 
preſented as the everlaſting father of his people; 
he ſhall bea father to the inhabitants of Jeruſalem; 
ſecondly, as a glorious throne to the houſehold 
of faith; thirdly, as a nail, faſtened in a, ſure 
place, that every veſſel of mercy may hang their 
hopes and expectations on him for time and 
eternity; and fourthly, you have him held forth 
as a ſovereign, having the keys of David; which 
are now found, not in the hand of Eliakim, but 


in the hand of Chriſt—Write theſe things ſaith be 


A 3 [C hriſt] 
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[Chriſt] hat is holy, he that is true, be that bath 
the key of David; he that openeth and no man ſput- 
tetb, and ſhuttcth and no man openeth, Rev. iii. 7. 
Thus it appears, that not a throne-of judgment, 
nor a throne of grace is intended here, but rather 
a throne of glory, upon which God the Father 
fat. | 
Of the book that he had in his right hand, which 
is faid to be written within, and on the back ſide 
ſealed with ſeven ſeals, I ſhall treat from the 
words of my text, where the Saviour is ſaid to 
take the book. F | 

In the ſecond verſe, a firong angel with a loud 
voice is making proclamation -M ho is worthy to open 
the book and to looſe the ſeals thereof... Whoſoever 
he be that can take this book had need of infi- 
nite wiſdom to open the ſeals and diſcloſe the 
divine myſteries; he had need be a friend to 
ſinners, to diſpenſe the bleſſings of it to them; 
he had need of an omnipotent power, to exe- 
cute the vengeance it contains; for he that opens it 
muſt reward the juſt, judge the wicked, and de- 
ſtroy the world; and he had need of omni- 
ſcience, to ſearch the hearts and try the reins of 
men, to know how and where to apply them. 
For this wonderful book contains all things that 
ſhall come to pals in the world and church, till 
the myſtery of God be finiſhed, and time be no more. 

And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under 
the earth, was able to open the book, neither to look 


thereon, verſe 3. No man in heaven (not Chrift 
9 himſelf 


; * 
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himſelf if he is no more than man), neither 
the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, nor any of 


the ſaints in a militant ſtate, was able to open 5 


the book; — or no man on earth; either ſaint or 
ſinner, wiſe or unwiſe, noble or ignoble, learned 
or illiterate ; either was any under the. earth— 
either damned fouls, or damned devils, able to 
open this book, looſe its ſeals, or look into its 
contents. | | 

And I wept much, becauſe no man was found 
worthy to open and to read the book, neither to look 
thereon, verſe 4. John ſaw the need of a medi- 
ator, a prophet, and an advocate; one to under- 
take as a mediator, make known the myſteries ag 
a prophet, and plead the cauſe of the juſt as an 
advocate; and he ſaw no man in heaven, earth, 
or hell, that was worthy of either of theſe offices, 
or able for ſuch an undertaking. He muſt be 
equal to God that does it, or he cannot tranſact 
with God for us; and he muſt be man alſo, or 
he cannot undertake for man. In ſhort, he muſt 
be God's equal, and man's fellow, that takes the 
book. Chriſt can do it, for he thought it no rob- 


bery to be equal with God, Phil. ii. 6. therefore he 
can tranſact with God; and as he is man's fellow, 


he can tranſact for man, and ſympathiſe with 
him, eſpecially as he is anointed with the oil of 


gladneſs above all bis fellows, Pſ. xlv. 7. who were 


to have fellowſhip with him, 1 John i. 3. by being 
joined to him, and made of one ſpirit with bim, 
1 Cor. vi. 17. | | : +4 
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And one of the elders ſaid unto me, weep not: Be- 
Bold, Abe lion of the tribe of Fudah, the root of Da- 
vid, hath prevailed to open the book, and to looſe the 
ſeven ſeals thereof, verſe 5. Here you have the 
terrible and powerful majeſty of the Saviour ſer 
forth by a lion, called the lion of the tribe of 
Fudah, becauſe 'tis evident that Chriſt ſprang 
from that tribe, Heb. vii. 14. as touching his 
manhood; and yet this lion is the everlaſting 
father of Judah with reſpe&t to his Godhead; 
hence Judah is called @ lion's whelp, that went up 
from the prey, Gen. xlix. 9. from being a prey to 
the lion of the bottomleſs pit, by faith in the 
lion of heaven, which is God: The lion bath 
roared, who will not fear? the Lord God hath ſpoken, 
who can but prophecy ? Amos iii. 8, Chriſt is here 
called the root of David; becauſe David derived his 
being from him as the God of nature and the 
creator of the world—al/ things were made by 
Chrift, Col. i. 16. David derived his ſpiritual 
life from him as the God of grace—Cbhrift is the 
reſurrection and the life; and David expected to be 
glorified by him as the King of glory—thou foalt 
guide me with thy council, and receive me into glory. 
Pf. Ixxiii. 24. Hence the Pſalmiſt ſo often calls 
him his Lord, his King, his Redeemer, his Sa- 
viour, and the King of Glory; Lift up your beads 
ye gates, and be ye lified up ye everlaſting doors, and 
the King of Glory ſhall enter in, Pl. xxiv. 9. Thus 
Jeſus as God is David's root, and as man he is 
David's offspring; I am ibe root and the offspring 
5 of 
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| of David, the bright ans 1 far, Revelations 
xxii. 16. 

The lion of the tribe of Tudah bath prevailed to 
open the book. This lion hath prevailed over the 
lion of the bottomleſs pit; over fin, the devil's 
eſſence; and over death, ſin's firft-born; and over 


deſtruction, the firſt-born of death, Job xviii. 13. he 


hath prevailed, and led captivity captive ; ſpoiled 
principalities and. powers, and made a ſhew of 
them openly. This is the all-conquering lion 
that made the devil feel the rod of his ſtrength 
when he dethroned him, and caſt him out of 
ſinners hearts, deſtroyed his works, and marred 
his kingdom; and will at laſt deſtroy him with 
a dreadful deſtruction, and cruſh him beneath 
the feet of all his ſaints; as ſure as Moſes' rod, 
when turned into a ſerpent, devoured all the ſer- 
pents produced by magic or infernal art, 

This lion hath prevailed, not only over the 
world and the devil, but he hath prevailed with 
God alſo in behalf of his people. By his obe- 
dience, he prevailed to diſarm the law of its 
curſe; by prayer, he prevailed with his father 
for us; by death, he prevailed with juſtice; by 
his reſurrection, he prevailed over death; and as 
a mediator, high prieſt, and advocate, he muſt 
ever prevail in heaven; for all power, and all 
judgment, are committed to him; he is aſcended 
far above all heavens, enthroned, glorified, and 
ſet down at jhe * hand 7 the majeſty on _ 
Heb. i. 3, 

The 
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The diadem of David is removed, and the crown. 
put on the Saviour; all other crowns muſt ſub- 
mit to his, for all muſt be abaſed before him, 
and be obedient to him. He that humbled him- 
ſelf—he that was meek and lowly, muſt now be 
exalted, and wear both the crown and diadem, Ezek. 
xxi. 26. and be proclaimed, through heaven and 
earth, the king of kings and lord of lords, Is this 
the caſe? then oh, my ſoul, ſubmit thou to his 


ſceptre; take the oath of allegiance, and kiſs 


the hands of this wonderful, all-conquering, and 
terribly mazeſtic ſovereign, as thou art com- 
manded to do, Ki/s the Son, left be be angry, Pſalm 
ii. 12. and ſay, with a loyal and a loving heart, 


O king, live for ever; and this of him will be 


neither falſehood nor flattery, ; 
And I beheld, and lo, in the midſt of the throne, 
and of the four beaſts, and in the midſt of the elders, 


ſtood a lamb, as it had. been flain, having ſeven horns 


and ſeven eyes, which are the ſeven ſpirits of God ſent 


forth into all the earth. verſe 6. I ſhall not men- 


tion the lamb here, the beaſts, nor the elders, as 
they are included in my text, but drop a 
few words upon the horns and eyes. By the 
horns you are to underſtand the majeſtic or 


kingly power of Chriſt; David was anointed with 


oil out of an horn, 1 Sam. xvi. 1. hence he often 
ſpeaks of his horn, Pf. xcii. 10. and of his horn 
being exalted with honcur, Pl. cxii. 9. which horn 
ſignified the kingly power and authority that God 
had given him; and as the Saviour was to ſpring 

| 5 | from 
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from David, he is called a bud from his horn, 
who was to govern Zion for ever: God hath choſen 
Zion, be has defired it for his habitation ; there will 
1 make the norn of David to Bud. I have ordained 
a lamp for mine anointed; his enemies will J clothe 
with ſhame, but upon himſelf ſhall his crown flouriſh. 
Pſalm cxxxii. 16, 17. This was fulfilled at the 
appearance of Chriſt; Bleſſed be the Lord God of 
Iſrael, for he hath wifited and redeemed his people, 
and hath raiſed up an horn of ſalvation for us in the 
houſe of bis ſervant David; as he ſpake by the mouth 
F bis holy prophets, which have been ſince the world 
began. Luke i. 656—70. Bleſſed be his name this 
is fulfilled ; our mighty horn of ſalvation is ex-. 
alted, and he makes all his people kings and- 
prieſts; he anonits us with his ſpirit, 2 Cor. i. 21. 
crowns us with knowledge, Prov. xiv. 18. and with 
loving kindneſs and tender mercy, Pf. ciii. 4. and we 
ſhall reign on the earth, Rev. v. 10. becauſe we are 
upheld by his hand; he has horns coming out of his 
hand, and there is the hiding of his power. Habb, 
iii. 4+ | 

But you will ſay, why is he repreſented as 
having ſeven horns? Every horn has its ſignifi- 
cation; ten horns are called ten kings, Rev. xvii. 
12. and Jeſus Chriſt is a king in a ſeven- fold 
ſenſe, repreſented by ſeven horns; he is anointed 
with the ſeven-fold gifts and graces of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and on his head are many crowns, as welt 
as many horns: Firſt, he is King of Glory, Pſalm 
xxiv. 7, Secondly, King of Zion I have ſet my. 
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King upon my hoiy hill of Zion, Pſalm ii. 6. — 
"Thirdly, He is, as Tidal was, King of Nations 
=P bo would not fear thee, O King of Nations, Jer. 
X. 7. he has power over all fleſh, hat he ſhould 
give eternal liſe to as many as the Father hath given 
him, John xvii. 2. Fourthly, He is King of 
Kings—by him kings reign, and princes aecree juſtice, 
Prov. viii. 13. Fifthly, He is King over ſin; 
fin is ſaid to reign. unto death, Rom. v. 21. but 
Chriſt hath deſtroyed that monſter H was mani - 
feſt that he might deſtroy the works of the devil. 
1 John iii. 8. and grace by him reigns over fin; - 
Sin ſhall not have dominiun over the ſaints, for 
they are under grace; and grace ſhall reign through 
righteouſneſs to life eternal, Rom. v. 21. | 

Sixthly, Chriſt is King over Death—which is 
called the king of errors, Job xviii. 14.—Death 
reigned from Adam to Moſes, over all them that had 
wot ſinned after the fimilitude of Adam's tranſgreſſion, 
Rom, v. 14. but Chriſt ranſomed his people from 
the power of the grave, and redeemed them from 
death; he was the plague of death, and the de- 
ſtruction of the grave, Hoſca xiii. 14. and muj# 
reign till he hath put down all rule, all auihborily, and 
all power; the laſt enemy that ſhall be deſtroyed is 
death, 1 Cor. 15, 25, 26. Seventhly, Chriſt is King 
over devils, though againſt their will; he demo- 
liſhes the kingdom of Satan, and tranſlates ſin- 
ners out of his dark dominions into his own 
kingdom, and into marvellous light, having de- 


| 281 him that had the power of death, that is 


12 the 


ODOURS OF SAINTS, 13 

the devil, Heb. ii. 14. and led bim captive, A 
will bruiſe him under our feet ſhortly. | 

Thus Chriſt is King of Glory, and the head 
of all principalities and powers;—the King of 
Zion—King of Nations—King of Kings—King 
over ſin, and ſin's dominion—King over death 
and King over devils; and of bis kingdom there 
ſhall be no end. Iſa. ix. 7. 

This wonderful /amb with ſeven borns is ſaid to 
have ſeven eyes, which are the ſeven ſpirits of God 
ſent forth into all the earth. Theſe feven ſpirits 
are not ſeven angels; for though the church be 
called the apple of the Lord's eye, Zech. ii. 8. yet 
angels are never ſo called that I remember; nor 
is the number of angels that attend the church 
of God confined to ſeven. Eliſha had the whole 
mountains round about covered with them at Dothan, 
2 Kings vi. 17. and Jacob ſaw ſuch a number 
of them on the plains of Mahanaim, that he 
calls them an hoſt, Gen. xxxii. 2. They all mi- 
niſter to the children of God in turn; not a 
ſmall number only sas it is written, Are they not 
ALL miniſtering ſpirits, ſent forth to miniſter for then 
obo ſhall be heirs of ſalvation? Heb. i. 14. and if 
all are miniſtering ſpirits, and all ſent forth to 
miniſter, they cannot be ſo ſmall a number as 
ſeven, ſeeing we read of twenty thouſand at one 
place, Pſalm Ixviii. 17. and twelve legions at ano- 
ther, Matt. xxvi. 53. 
But rather the Holy Ghoſt is intended; the 


number ſeven unpiying the perfection of Deity, 
he 
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he being a perſon in the Godhead, and equal to 
the Father and the Son; from whom, in con- 
junction with the Father and the Son, this reve- 
lation is ſent to the churches, Grace be unto you, 
and peace from him which is, and which was, and 
zohich is to come; and from the ſeven ſpirits which 
are before his throne ; and from Jeſus Chriſt, who is 
the faithful and true witneſs, Rev. i. 4, 5. Or 
the Spirit's ſeven-fold gifts may. be intended 
by the number ſeven, agreeable to ancient pro- 
phecy, And the Spirit of the Lord ſhall reſt upon 
him, the ſpirit of wiſdom and underſtanding, and the 
Spirit of council and might, the ſpirit of knowledge, 
and of the fear of the Lord, Ila. xi. 2. 

Theſe ſeyen eyes are quoted from ancient 
prophecy, which came to Joſhua when the cor- 
ner-ſtone of the ſecond temple was laid ; which 
was to point Joſhua to Chriſt the chief corner- 
None, that is ſet at nought of ſo many builders. 
Behold the flone that I have laid before Foſhua : upon 
one ſtone ſhall be ſeven eyes. Behold, I will engrave 
the gravings thereof, ſaith the Lord of hoſts, and I 
zoill remove the iniquity of that land in one day, 
Zech. iii. 9. This text I have often heard hand- 
led, and the ſeven eyes have been held forth as 
all ſorts of eyes looking to Chriſt, ſome for help, 
and ſome out of envy. However, they are the 
eyes of the Lamb, and the eyes of him who is 
the ſtone of Iſrael, For who hath deſpiſed the day 
of ſmall things? for they ſhall rejoice, and ſhall ſee 
the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with thoſe 

ſeeen: 
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ſeven : they are the eyes of the Lord (not men nor 
devils eyes], :which run to and fro through the whote 
earth, Zech. iv. 10. Theſe, ſeven eyes, which 
are the ſeven ſpirits of God, are ſaid to be ſent 
forth into all the earth, Rev. v. 6. agreeable to 
the Saviour's promiſe, It is expedient for you that I 
go away; for if I go not away, the Comforter will 
not come unto you, but if I depart I will ſend him 
him unto you, John xvi. 7. which, bleſſed be his 
precious name, he has. He has ſent forth this 
ſeven- fold unction or eye-ſalve, which is, to anoint 
our eyes that we may ſee, Rev. iii. 18, Theſe ſeven 
eyes of the Lord are ſent forth into all the earth, 
that we who were once darkneſs might be made light 
in the Lord, Eph. v. 8. Upon the church of 
God there hath been, and till is, a large mea- 
ſure of the Spirit of God; and though not in all 
his fulneſs, yet in all his ſeven-fold operations, 
and to each living member of the myſtical body 
of Chriſt, a meaſure to profit withal, Now 'there 
are diverſities of gifts, but the ſame ſpirit. And 
there are differences of adminiſtrations, but the ſame 
Lord. And there are diverſities of operations, but 
it is the ſame God which worketh all in all, But the 
manifeſtation of the Spirit is given to every man, to 
profit withal. For to one is given by the Spirit the 
word of wiſdom, which makes a man wiſe in the 
myſteries of God, and wiſe to ſalvation through 
faith; fo another, the word of knowledge by the ſame 
Spirit, that he may take Chriſt for himſelf, whom 
to know is eternal life, and know how to ſpeak 

| a word 


16 THE MUSIC AND 


a word in ſeaſon to others; 10 another, faith by 
the ſame Spirit, that he may believe to the juſtifi- 
cation -of his ſoul, and ſtrengthen the faith of 
others; to another, the gifts of healing by the ſame 
Spirit, for the good: of the church, that bodily 
and ſpiritual diſeaſes may be healed by the great 
Phyſician ; o another, the working of miracles, that 
the apoſtles might by them confirm their miſſion 
and commiſſion; to another, prophecy, that a mi- 
niſter may forewarn the churches of evils to come, 
and ſtrengthen them againſt them, and foretell them 
of good to come, and encourage their hope to 
expect it; 10 another, diſcerning ef ſpirits, that a 
miniſter may try thoſe upſtarts that ſay they are 
apoſtles or evangeliſts, and prove them lars, if 
they are not, Rev. ii. 2. #0 another, divers kinds off 
tongues, that miniſters may overthrow the falſe 
conſtructions that erroneous men, or carnal ſcho- 
lars, have put upon the word of God; and to an- 
other, the interpretation of tongues, that the pure, 
uncorrupted ſenſe of ſcripture, may be handed 
down to us, inſtead of old wives fables and coun- 
try tales, that turn from the truth, and that hard 
or difficult parts of ſcripture might be made plain 
to our ſhallow comprehenſions. But all theſe 
worketh that one and the ſelf ſame ſpirit, dividing to 
every man ſeverally as he will, 1 Cor, xii. 4—11. 
Theſe are the ſeven eyes and the ſeven ſpirits 
of God, or the Holy Ghoſt, who is perfect God, 
in his ſeven-fold gifts and graces, who will never 


leave the earth, till the laſt elected foul that ever 
ſhall 
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ſhall be called by grace or born again of the Spi« 5 
rit : for thus runs the covenant ; The word. that T © 
have put in thy, mouth, and the ſpirit that I have 
put upon ' thee, ſhall never depart out of thy mouth, 
nor out of the mouth of thy ſeed, nor out of the mouth © 
of thy ſted's ſeed, from henceforth and for ever, 
If. lix. 21. Hence we may conclude, that the - + I 
Spirit of God will never leave the earth, till e 2 
myſtery of iniquity be revealed by his light:; 3 
Antichriſt conſumed by him, as the breath 4 9 
Chriſt's. mouth; and he myſtery of God be finiſhed, _ "1 
as be hath declared by bis fervants the Page, * „ 
Rev. x. 7. -F 
Aud be came and took the book out of the right Lind Ea] 
of him that fat upon the throne, v. 7. Chriſt hav= E. 
ing come forth from the Father, and completed 2 
the work he gave him to do, he now was aſcend- 
ed to the Father, and drew nigh unto him. Ac» 
cording to Daniel's viſion, be came to the Ancient 
of days, and they brought him near before him. And 
there was given him dominion, and glory, and a king= 
dom, that all people, nations, and languages ſhould 
ferve bim: his dominion is an everlaſting dominion, 
which ſhall not paſs away, and bis kingdom that 
which ſpall not be deſtroyed, Dan. vii. 13, 14. which 
is a prophecy of the Saviour's eoronation in - . '1 
heaven, which prophecy i is fulfilled in this chap- | 9 
ter, and confirmed in the next. And there was a 4 
crown given unto him, and he went forth conquering 
and to conquer, Rev. vi. 2. And we find that the 


coronation-anthem is ſung in this chapter upon 
B the 
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* 


the reception of this book, /aying with a loud 


voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, to rectiut 
power, and riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and ho- 
nour, and glory, and bleſſing, Rev. v. 12. It is @ 
copy of his kingdom that he is here going to receive, 
in which he will meditate day and night, Deut. xvi. 
18, 19. and order his throne, and manage his go- 


vernment with wiſdom infinite, and rectitude di- 


vine, till his kingdom of grace ſhall be conſum- 
mated in everlaſting glory, and Zion's king be 
acknowledged the king eternal, immortal, and invi- 
Able, the only wiſe God, worthy; of all honour and 
glory for ever. Amen. 1 Tim. 1. 17. all authority 
and all power beſide being put down, 1 Cor. xv. 24. 
This will then be acknowledged, and then we - 
ſhall /peak of the glory of this kingdom, and talk of 

the power. His mighty alis ſhall be made known, 
when we are made perfect in knowledge, and the glo- | 
rious majeſty of his kingdom, Pſal. cxlv. 11, 12. 


' ſhall be diſplayed in the eternal bleſſedneſs of his 


1985 


I come now to the words of my text — And 
when be had taken the book [ſealed with ſeven ſeals], 
the four beaſts, and four and twenty elders, fell down 
before the Lamb, having every one of them barps, 
and golden vials fall of odours, which are the prayers 
of ſaints. 1 will offer my e under the fol - 
lowing heads. 

iſt, What this /ealed book i is, which. is here re- 
ceived by the Lamb, | 


4 


2dly, 
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2dly, What theſe four beaſts are win appear 
in company with 'the elders. 

3dly, Who theſe four and twenty elders are, that 
fall down with the beaſts, 

Athly, The object of their adoration, the Lamb, 
and why ſo called. 
5thly, The muſic or melody of their harps, and 
the cauſe of it. 

6thly, What zbeir golden vial are, and why 
called ſo. | 

Ithly, and laſtly, Deſcribe their odours, ſaid 
to be the prayers of all ſaints, and what a ſaint is. 


Firſt, What book is this which God che 


held forth, and which none but the prevailing 
Lion of the tribe of Judah could receive and 
open. I anſwer, it is not the book of the law: 
That the Mediator received, with all its com- 
mands, conditions, contents, and curſes, before 
he entered upon his public miniſtry. Saerifice 
and offering thou didſt not defire z mine ears haſt thou 
opened: burnt-effering and fin- offering haſt thou not 
required, Then ſaid I, Lo, I come: in the volume 
of the book it is written of me: I delight to do thy 
will, O my God; yea, thy law is within my heart. 
I have preached righteouſneſs in the great congregation : 
lo, I have not refrained my lips; O Lord, thou know- 
eft, Pſal. xl. 6—9. This ancient prophecy had 
been fulfilled before this /ealed book was delivered 
to him, which was not done till the Saviour had 
finiſhed the work of redemption. He is the Lamb 


B 2 ſlain 
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ſlain that receives this book; which ſhews that he 
had been crucified under the curſe of the law, 
and entered the Holy of Holies with his own 
blood, before the delivery of this ſealed book. 
In ſhort, the Saviour had magnified the law, and 
made it honourable, by a life of perfect confor- 
mity thereto ; he had preached it in all its ſpi- 
ritual meaning, as no other ever did, or ever 
will do; and by his making his ſoul an offering 
for ſin, he had endured the curſe of it, and thus 
delivered his own elect from the command of it 
ſro do for life}, and redeemed them from the 
curſe of it [which condemns to hell]; and as a 
law magnified, and difarmed of its killing power, 
he keeps it in his own hand, that we may find 
acceſs to God by a new and living way, through 
the vail of his feſþ—without being arreſted, cap- 
tured, or curſed, by that fiery diſpenſation. 
The law being thus magnified, and the righ- 
teouſneſs of it preached in the great congregation, 
the law in its ſpiritual meaning had been pub- 
liſhed by the Saviour, and made known in the 
world to thouſands. Therefore this ſealed book 
cannot be that; for this had not been revealed to 
the ſons of men when John ſaw it delivered, as 
appears plain by the /zals being cloſed, which were 
afterwards opened in their order. | 
Nor is this book the book of God's remembranct, 
which he keeps in behalf of them that fear the 
Lord, and ſpeak often one to another, to whom 
God hearkens, and whoſe converſation the Lord 
hears ; ; and a mou of remembrance is written before 
him, 
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him, for them that fear him, and think on * name, 
Mal. iii. 16. 

Nor is the black catalogue of Gen ungodly 
deeds intended by this book, which is a book of 
remembrance alſo, which God ſwears he will ne- 
ver forget—The Lord hath ſworn by the excellency - 
Jacob (that is, by himſelf), ſurely I ill never 
forget any of their works, Amos viii. 7. Sin makes 
an awful impreſſion on this book, as well as on 
the book of conſcience. The fin of Judab is vrit - 
ten with a pen of iron, and with the point of a dia- 
mond; it is graven upon the table of their heart, 

Jer. xvii. 1, The point of this diamond will 
cut deep, when the dreadful eye of juſtice makes 
the ſinner's heart tranſparent, and the awakening 
flames of wrath make conſcience ſuſceptible of 
feeling. But all theſe books will be opened at 
the great deciſive day, to the aſtoniſhment and 
eternal triumph of the juſt, and to the endleſs 
ſhame, confuſion, and contempt of the wicked, 
Dan. xii. 2. vii. 10. 

Nor is the book of life meant by this book, in 
which the names and number of all the elect are 
enrolled, who are ſaid to have heir names written 
in the book of life, Phil. iv. 3. and written among 
the living in Jeruſalem, who are to be called boly, 
Iſa. iv. 3. and all whoſe name was not found written 
in this book were caſt into the lake of fire, Rev. xx. 
19. But this book of life had been made known 
more or leſs by the antient prophets in a myſte- 


rious way; and afterwards was ſpoken by the Lord, 
"B42 and 
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and confirmed to others by them that heard him, Heb; 


ii. 3. The book of life was publiſhed before the 


reception of this book in my text; and many 
had received the bleſſings of it, and cried out 
under the quickening influence, as Peter did, To 
whom ſhall we go? thou haſt the words of eternal life, 
John vi. 68. The Saviour owned himſelf that 
he had delivered this book: I have given them 
the words that thou gaveſt me, and they have received 
them, John xvii. 8, Yea, he had ſent the Spirit 
to make it known, and apply the benefits of it; 


and he had commanded them e preach all the 


words of this life; and life and immortality had been 


brought to light in the minds and hearts of thou- 


ſands through the goſpel; yea, all ht believed 
had paſſed from death unto life, and had everlaſting 
life in them, which is the bleſſed contents of the 


book of life, and the reaſon why it is ſo called; 
many that were dead in treſpaſſes and fins had been 


quickened together with Cbriſt, God having forgiven 


them all ireſpaſſes; and John himſelf had been 


long a preacher of the word of life, and was at 

this time baniſhed to the Ile of Patmos for it. 
Seeing this book is not the book of the law, 
nor the book of life, nor the book of God's re- 
membrance, although there may be ſome of all 
theſe things in it; yet the above books of law 
and goſpel cannot be ſaid to be ſealed, as this 
book is; for, as was before obſerved, they had 
been made known to thouſands, both Jews and 
Gentiles. To be ſhort, Chriſt had preached the 
| law, 
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law, and obeyed both precept and penalty as a 
prieſt. He had preached the goſpel of eter- 
nal life as a prophet, and was now going to 
aſcend his throne as a king; and it is the book 
of his kingdom that he here receives, in which 
lays the whole of his government both of church 
and world; and hence he is repreſented as king 
and conqueror, governing his ſubjects, and ſub- 
duing his enemies throughout this book, 
until his kingdom be ſettled in heaven, and his 
vanquiſhed enemies impriſoned in hell. 

This book has an alluſion to what Samuel did 
when Saul was anointed: And Samuel ſaid to all 
the people, See ye him whom the Lord bath choſen, 
that there is none like him among all the people? And 
all the people ſhouted, and ſaid, God ſave the king. 
Then. Samuel told the people the manner of the king- 
dom, and WROTE it in a BOOK, and laid it up before 
_ the Lord, 1 Sam. x. 24, 25. This ſealed book of 
the Saviour's kingdom was laid up before the 
Lord; that is, in his ſecret purpoſe; and is now 
given to our elder brother, who is to reign over 
us: When thou art come unto the land which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee, and fhalt poſſeſs it, 
and fhalt dwell therein, and ſhalt ſay, I will 
ſet 4 king over me, like as all the nations that 
are about me: Thou ſhalt in any wiſe ſet him 
king over thee whom the Lord thy God ſhall chooſe ; 
one from among thy brethren ſhalt thou ſet king over 
thee ; thou mayeſt not ſet a ſtranger over thee, which 
is not thy brother. And it ſhall be, when be ſetteth 


upon the throne of his kingdom, that he ſpall write 


B 4 vim 


Bim a copy of ibis law in a book, out of that which: is 


before ibs prieſis and levites, Deut. xvii. 14—19. In 
this paſſage we have an account of a brother that is 
to reign over us; which bleſſed character Chriſt 
bears — be is a brother born for adverſity. He is to 


have a copy out of the law, and out of that 


which is before the prieſts and levites; and it 
may be obſerved, that almoſt if not the whole 
of this ſealed book is extracted from Moſes and 
the prophets, 

This book or copy of the kiogdon, which is 
ſealed with ſeven ſeals, is the very book out of 
which my text is taken, called the Book of the 
Revelation, as appears from the firſt chapter, 
where it is ſtiled, The REVELATION of Feſus Chriſt, 
which God gave unto him, to ſhew uitto his ſervants 
THINGS which muſt ſhortly come to paſs ; and be ſent 
and ſignified 1T by bis angel unto bis ſervant John: 


| Bleſſed is be that readeth, and they that bear the 


wog S of this PROPHECY, and keep tbeſe/ things 
hich are WAIT TEN therein; for the time is at. band. 
Rev. i. 1—3. B. 71 
It is true, a great part of this book was ſeen 
1* Daniel in a viſion; yet he has a command: 
But thou, O Daniel, fhut up the words, and ſeal the 
book, even to. the time of the end, Dan. xii. 4. and 
although Daniel's viſion was recorded, yet that 
part which concerns anti-chriſt, and the ſuffer- 
ing church of the Gentiles under that monſter 


of iniquity, lay hid as cloſe as this with its ſeven. 


ſeals, until the Lord revealed this; a great part 
23 go 
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of which is a key to that, and a certain predic- 
tion of all revolutions, viciffitudes, and events, 


that ſhall take place in the church, in anti- chriſt, 


and in all kingdoms and dominions of the world; 
until the angel of the everlaſting covenant, the 
God of heaven, earth, and ſea, is revealed as the 
accomplifher of all the prophecies of this book, 


which he will hold in his hand when he cloſes 


the ſcene: And I ſaw another mighty angel come down 
from heaven, clothed with a cloud, and a rainbow 


was upon his head, and his face was as the ſun, and 


his feet as pillars of fire. And be bad in his band a 
LITTLE BOOK open, and be ſet his right foot upon the 
ſea, and his left foot upon the earth, and ſware by 
him that liveth for ever and ever, that there ſhould 
be time no longer; but in the days of the voice of the 
| Jeventh angel the myſtery of God ts be n 
Rev. chap. 10. 

2dly. This book is ſaid to be ſealed on the bath 
fide with ſeven ſeals, The ſeals denote the ſecret 
myſteries and myſterious depths of its contents; 
it contains the ſecret myſteries of God's will ; 
the Holy Ghoſt is both the feals and the fealer. 


What is written with the finger of God, Dan. v. 5. 


and ſealed by the Holy Ghoſt, can never be 
made known by any but him who is Lord and 
keeper of the privy ſeal of heaven; Chriſt bas 
the ſeal of the living God, Rev. vii. 2. He was 
in the boſom of the Father, and hath revealed the 
Father and his mind and will alſo; for all things, 
"an the Saviour, that 1 have heard of my Father 


* have 
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I have made known unto you, John xv. 15. and as 
he hath the ſeal, he can open and none can ſhut, and 


Hut and none can open, Rev. iii. 7. for all power 


is given unto him both in heaven and earth, 


and he hath committed all judgment unto the 
Son, John v. 22. and cauſed all the treaſures of 
wiſdom and knowledge to be hid in him; there- 


fore he makes known the myſteries to his ſer- 


vants the prophets, and feeds his people with the 
bread of eternal life, for him hath God iy Father 


ſealed, John vi. 27. 


The ſeals may ſerve to ſhew us that none iba | 


thoſe who are ſealed by the Spirit to the day of 


redemption, can ever underſtand this book; and 


indeed it is dedicated and directed to the ſeven 
churches, and to none elſe, The ſeals may re- 


preſent the certain accompliſhment of the pro- 


phecies of this book, as ſealing ſhews a thing 


to be ratified and confirmed; which ſhews that 
the devil and anti-chrift ſhall continue no longer 
than the time appointed, nor prevail any further 
than the limited power permitted and made 
known in this book: hat is written by God's 
finger, and ſealed by God's ſevenfold ſeal, may no man 
reverſe, Eſt, viii. 8. Hence we may conclude, that 
this revelation of things is certain, and the accompliſh= 
ment will be ſure, Dan. 11. 45. 

3dly. As ſeals make a deep impreſſion, it 
ſhews that the deep things contained under theſe 
ſeals will ſink deep, and leave a laſting impreſ- 


Gon wherever or upon whomſoever they may 
| | fall, 
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fall, whether in a way of mercy or of judgment; 
ſo that they will acknowledge it to come from 
the court of heaven; as appears from the ſtrange 
effects that the opening of each ſeal produced in 
the world and church, which have, and will leave, 
a ſtamp of infinite divinity behind; ſo that all 
ſhall acknowledge, as the magicians did, 4 
ibis is the finger of God. 

4thly. A ſeal is a kind of ſecurity. A thing 


written and ſealed is ſecured to the proper owner; 


cloſed and ſhut up from all others. Hence the 
ſaints are called living epiſtles known and read of 
all men, becauſe the law is written on the fleſhly 
tables of their hearts by the Spirit of the living God, 
2 Cor. iii. 3. by which they are ſealed alſo; and 
grieve not the holy Spirit of God, by which you are 
ſealed to the day of redemption, Eph. iv. 30. This 
is the ſaints ſecurity and foundation of comfort, 
and is effectually known to none but God and 
themſelves; nevertheleſs the foundation of God 
flandeth ſure ; having this ſeal, God knoweth them 
that are bis, 2 Tim. ii. 19. This ſeal then ſe- 
cures the contents of this book, whether it be 
the portion of that wicked man of fin from God, 
Job xx. 29. or whether it be the cup of Zion's 
afflictions, that her adverſaries have filled or ſhall 
fill to her, which they ſhall receive in their turn 
double, it ſhall be meaſured unto them double, Rev. 
xviii. 6, The number ſeven ſhews the perfection of 
the ſeals, the ſealer, and of all things that are 
ſealed;=—to the Spirit _ are all known, for he 

ſearches 
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ſearches the deep things of God. The Saviour, who 
is God, and has all the fullneſs of the ſpirit on 
him, knows them all, and reveals them to us by the 
Spirit, 1 Cor. 11. 10. hence thoſe that have ears to 
Bear are exhorted in this book to hear, what the 
Spirit ſaith unto the churches, Rev. ii, 7. Which 


leads me to my ſecond general head. 


And when he had taken the book—or received it 
in order to looſe the ſeals, unfold the myſteries, 
and ſend the contents of it by his angel unto 
his ſervant John, who was to ſee theſe things in 
the viſions of God, underftand them by: the 
Spirit upon him, and to write them as he was 
moyed by the Holy Ghoſt, and to ſend them for 
inſtruction and direction, as a caution and a 
cordial to the ſeven churches that were in Aſia, 
and by and from them to be handed down to 
the church of God in all ſucceeding ages, as a 
revelation from heaven, with this liberty granted 
—he that hath an ear let him bear, what the Spirit 
faith unto-the churches, which is a grant to all to 
whom theſe preſents ſhall come greeting, or to 
all thoſe whom it may concern, or have any 
concern about the ſalvation of their ſouls, by 
faith in Chriſt Jeſus. Bleſſed are they that are call- 
ed to ibe marriage ſupper of the. Lamb, It contains 
an awful warning allo, and an irrevocable denun- 
ciation of vengeance on all that die in the boſom 
of the whore of Babylon, or are converted to 


Popery I will kill her children with death, Rev. ii. 


23. But I proceed to the ſubſtance of ny" {e- 


cond head, 
And 
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And when be had taken the book, the FOUR BEASTS. 
— Whatever theſe four beaſts are, it is clear that. 
all through this book they are honoured with the, 
firſt view of all that is diſcloſed by the opening 
of the ſeals, and were employed in inviting others 
to behold the wonders revealed and made known 
by the opener of the ſeals—And I ſaw when the 
Lam opened one of the ſeals, and ] beard as it were 
the noiſe of thunder," one of the four beaſts ſaying, 
Come, and ſee, Rev. vi. 1. And when he had open- 
ed the ſecond ſeal, I heard the ſecond beaſt ſay, Come, 
and ſee, Rev. i. 3. And when he had opened the 
third ſeal, I heard the third beaſt ſay, Come, and 
ſee, Rev. vi. 5. And when he had opened the 
fourth ſeal, I heard the voice of the fourth beaſt ſay, 
Come, and ſee, Rev. vi. 7. The indulgence. 
granted to theſe beaſts ſerves to give us an inſight 
into what they are. Firſt, they are allowed to 
look on while the Lamb opens the ſeals, as Ma- 
noah and bis wife did, when the angel did wonderouſly 
before them, Judges xiii. 19. 2dly, They are diſ- 
covered in a meaſure by their thundering voice; 
And I beard as it were the noiſe of thunder, one of the 
four beaſts ſaying, Come, and ſee, Rev. i. 1. And 
3dly, By their inviting others to approach, and 
behold what themſelves ſaw. 

Now who can theſe four beaſts be to whoa 
theſe things can agree, but to goſpel-miniſters? 
Firſt, By their ſtanding neareſt to Chriſt, as his 
ambaſſadors, or good ſtewards of his manifold grace 
and myſteries; 2dly, Their having the firſt fight 
of the myſteries couched under the ſeals—Unto 
I you 
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Jou (who were apoſtles) if is given to know the 
myſteries of the kingdom of God, Matt. xiii. 11. that 
they might teach others, obſerving all . things that 
Cbriſt had commanded them, Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. 
3dly, By their thundering voice And he firnamed 
them Boanerges, which is the ſons of thunder, Mark 
ili. 17. 4thly, By their being made uſe of to 
invite others—And at ſupper-time he ſent out his 
ſervants (or miniſters), to invite them that were bid- 
den—and, 5thly, By their meffage, Come, and 
fee. Come, and ſee for yourſelves take not our 
word upon truſt, but ſee and judge for your- 
ſelves—as Andrew and Philip ſaid to Nathanael, 


Wa have found him of whom Moſes and the prophets 


did write, Jeſus of Nazareth. And he anſwered, 
Can any good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip 
ſaid unto him (in the language of the four beaſts), 
Come, and ſee, John i. 45, 46. And he went and 
ſaw, and ſaid, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God, thou 
art the King of Iſrael, John i. 49. and if ſo, he 
certainly was a good thing, and a holy thing, 
whether he came out of Galilee, out of Nazareth, 
or out of Heaven. And I think if our modern 
Atheiſts, Deiſts, Socinians, Arians, and Armi- 
nians, had but a divine power on their wills, and 
the union of the Holy One upon their under- 


ſtandings, they would not be ſo eaſily led blind- 


fold by the god of this world as they are, nor 
would ſo many heedleſs ſouls be led by them; 
but, in obedience to the invitation of theſe beaſts, 


they would come and ſee for themſelves. 


- 
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By the above obſervarions, they ſeem to be mi- 
niſters of the goſpel—and *tis clear that they were 


| finners redeemed by the blood of Chriſt, by the. 


celeſtial anthem that they bear a chorus in; 
which ſhews that they cannot be good angels, 
for they need no redemption 5 nor devils, for 
they are excluded from it; Jeſus took not on bim 
the nature of angels, Heb. ii. 16. nor can they be 
reprobate ſinners, for Chriſt laid down his life for 
his ſheep ; but reprobates are not of his ſheep, ye 
are not of my ſheep, as 1 ſaid unto you, John x. 26. 
Therefore theſe beaſts muſt be choſen ſinners of 
the human race, whether they were preachers or 
private ſaints, according to the following part 
they bear in the coronation-anthem, The four 
beaſts and four and twenty elders fell down before the 
Lamb; and they ſung a new ſong, ſaying, Thou art 
wortby to take the book, and to open the ſeals thereof: 
for thou waſt flain, and haſt REDEEMED us to God 
by thy blood, out of every kinared, and tongue, and 
people, and nation: and haſt made us unto our God 
kings and priefis; and we ſhall reign on the earth, 
| Rev, viii. 9. 10. 


If theſe beaſts were redeemed by Chriſt's blood, 


they muſt be human, not angelic ſaints—if re- 
deemed out of every nation, people, and tongue, 
they muſt be redeemed from among the children 
of men—and if out of every nation, it is moſt 
likely they were Gentiles, rather than Jews, 
(I the Jews will by and by be gathered in 
again, 
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again, out of the various nations where they are 
now ſcattered. 

As theſe heaſts are orivilaged with 988 
neareſt the Lord, and indulged with the firſt 
view of things, it is plain that they are miniſters 
of Chriſt, wao are ſtewards of the myſteries they 
ſaw—and as they are redeemed from among men, 
and ſay, Thou haſt made us kings and prieſts, and we 
ſhall reign on the earib, they were redeemed by 
Chriſt's blood, crowned with knowledge and 
loving-kindneſs as kings, and reigned as kings, 
though on the earth, under the dominion of grace, 
and as prieſts bey offered ſpiritual ſacrifices, accept= 
able to God by Jeſus Chriſt ; which is confirmed in 
my text; for 'tis ſaid the four beaſts, as well as 
the elders, had golden vials full of odours, which are 
the prayers of ſaints. 

It may be inquired why they are called beafts. 
Perhaps it is intended to exhibit them as brutal 
finners by nature, before they were redeemed 
from among the nations, tongues, and people 
they lay among. Every man is brutiſh in bis 
knowledge, Jer. x. 14. Surely I am more brutifh 
than any man, ſaith Agur, Prov. xxx. 2. That 
God might manifeſt them, and that they might ſee 
that they themſelves are beaſts, Eccl. iii. 18. 

We have a further deſcription of theſe beafts 
The firſt beaſt was lite @ lion, the ſecond beaſt 
like a calf, the third beaſt had a face as a man, and 


the fourth beaſt was bike a © frying eagle, Rev. iv. 7. 
The 


— 
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The terrible majeſty and undaunted courage of 
the lion repreſents them as whelps of the Lion of 
the tribe of Judah, as Judab is called a lion's 
 whelp, Gen. xlix. 9. and denotes the fortitude 

and boldneſs of a goſpel miniſter, when ſtrength- 
ened with ſpiritual might, The wicked flee when 
none purſueth, but the righteous are bold as a lion, 
Prov. xxviii. 1.—Tbe ſecond beaſt being like a calf, 
may denote the value of a goſpel miniſter, and 
his quick growth in grace and knowledge 2 
ſhall go forth, and grow up as calves of the ſtall, 
Mal. iv. 2. Calf is often mentioned by Iſaiah as 
lying down with the Lamb of God, or with the 
lambs of his fold. The wolf alſo ſpall dwell with 
the lamb, and the leopard ſhall lie down with the xid; 
and the calf, and the young lion, and the fatling to- 
gether, Iſa. xi. 6. Goſpel minifters are compared 
to oxen in ſcripture; and a lively emblem they 
are, when they have got the Saviour's yoke on 
their neck, feed themſelves on the green paſtures 
of God's word, abide by their Maſter's crib, and 
tread out the corn for others. Thou ſhalt not 
muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn. Doth God 
take care for oxen? or ſaith he it altogether for our 
ſakes? For our ſakes no doubt this is written, ſays 

Paul, 1 Cor. 1x. 9.—The third beaſt had a face as 
a man, This ſhews what they really are by na- 
ture, namely men, fallen men, but now redeem- 
ed from among men; and they were men in a 
militant ſtate, or repreſentatives of them, and 
not the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect; for if 
C they 
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they were, they muſt look more like angels than 
men, nor could they be ſaid to reign on the earth. 
— And the fourth beaſt was like a flying eagle; which 
may repreſent their heavenly mindedneſs, the 
eagle being a very towering flyer, to which ſaints 
are often compared. They ſhall mount up as on 
eaple's wings; they ſhall run, and not weary ; walk, 


and not faint, Iſa. xl. 31. This bird may de- 
note their ſpiritual knowledge and penetration, 


the eagle being famous for ſtrong and quick 


fight, Her eyes are ſaid io behold afar off, Job 
XXXIXx. 29. She is ſaid to be very ſagacious, and 
can ſcent her prey at a diſtance Her eyes behold 
afar off; from thence fbe ſeeketh her prey; and where 
the ſlain are, there is ſhe, Job xxxix. 29, 30. which 
may prefigure miniſters, whoſe ſouls feed on 
Chriſt's fleſh and blood, in a ſpiritual ſenſe, by 
faith, and find it the only food that can enter- 
tain the troubled mind, or ſatisfy a wounded con- 
ſcience. My fleſh is meat indeed, and my blood is 
drink indeed ; and unleſs you eat my fleſh, and drink 
my blood, you have no life in you, John vi. 53. 
'Theſe beaſts are further deſcribed, by having 
fix wings; perhaps in alluſion to the ſeraphims in 
Iſaiah, each having fix wings; with twain be covered 
his face, with twain he covered his feet, and with - 
twain be did fly, Ta. vi. 2. The covering their 
faces may ſhew their baſhfulneſs and modeſty in 
the preſence of God, as virgin ſouls. Their cover- 


ing their feet betokens their unworthineſs and 


unprofitableneſs to God Men ye have done "all 
theſe 
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theſe things, ſay ye, We are unprofitable ſervants, 
Luke xvii. 10. Their flying denotes their de- 
light and alacrity in the work of the Lord, in 
ſpreading his goſpel, as an angel is repreſented 
as flying through the midſt of heaven, having the ever- 
laſting goſpel to preach upon earth, Rev. xiv. 6. 


which angel 1s a miniſter of the goſpel—a man 
by nature, only an angel by office, Angels are 


not proper creatures to preach the goſpel to us. 
They have not our infirmities about them; nor 
could we ſit under them with any comfort. Theit 
celeſtial language would be as much above the 
language of Canaan, as ours is above the lan- 
guage of Egypt. We muſt have our treaſure out 
of earthen veſſels, 2 Cor. iv. 7. or elſe we ſhould 
be ready to cry out, under angelic teaching, as 

Daniel did, All my comeline/s is turned into * 
tion, and Jretain no ſtrength, Dan. x. 8. 


Theſe beaſts are ſaid to be full of eyes withas: 
chap. iv. 8. which may denote the divine light 
that ſhines within them. God, who cauſed the 
light to ſhine out of darkneſs, hath ſhined into our 
hearts, ſays Paul, 2 Cor. iv. 6. This makes 4 
man appear full of eyes, and a world of corrup- 
tions are diſcovered, both in himſelf and others. 
It is in God's light we ſee light ; and what/cever 
maketh manifeſt is light. They had need be full 


of eyes within and without; for they have ene- 


mies on every ſide, beſides taking an over / bt of 


the flock, and watching for their — as them that 
C 2 muſt 
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muſt give an account, There muſt be alſo a watch- 
ing the hand of Providence, and the hand of 
God in the fulfilment of the prophecies, which 
are daily unfolding more or leſs; and as watch- 
men they muſt: give warning of approaching 
dangers, and obſerve the riſing and declining of 
the goſpel ſun, which ſeems daily going down 
over many prophets; beſides their watchfulneſs 
as ſhepherds, to obſerve and detect foxes and 
ravenous wolves, who will not ſpare the flock ; nor 
even the chief ſhepherd himſelf, if they had but 
power equal to their will, and could get at him. 
. When theſe beaſts give glory, and honour, and 
thanks, to him that ſat on the throne, who liveib 
for ever and ever; then the four and twenty elders 
fall down before him that ſat on the throne, and 
worſhip him that liveth for ever and ever, and caſt 
' their crowns before the throne, Rev. iv. 9, 10,— 
Another proof, and I think a ſufficient one, that 
theſe beaſts are miniſters of the goſpel; becauſe 
Here they are repreſented as beginning the wor- 
ſhip of God, and leading it on. Under the old 
diſpenſation the miniſtering ſervant bleſſed the ſacri- 
fice, and then thoſe eat that were bidden, 1 Sam. ix. 
13. under the goſpel, firſt of all, ſupplications, 
prayers, interceſſions, and giving of thanks, are to be 
made, 1 Tim. ii. 1, Thus preachers lead the 
worſhip, and the people follow after; as is re- 
preſented here: the four beaſts begin, and the 
elders fell down and worſhipped, 


John 
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John is ſhewa in this viſion how miniſters 
look in God's eyes, however they may appear in 
their own, called beaſts; for ſuch the moſt hum» 
ble and moſt enlightened have often called them- 
ſelves; and ſuch the children of this world have 
often thought them, or Paul would never have 
complained, Ve are as ſheep accounted for the 

ſlaughter. - By their having the face of a lion, and 
- the face of a calf, it ſhews there is ſomething of 
the Lion of the tribe of Judah, and ſomething of 
| Chriſt the fatted calf about them; and by the 
face of the eagle and the man, it infinuates that 
there is ſomething of the voraciaus nature of the 
former belonging to the latter. This daring face 
of. the, man ſhews how ſelf will at times make a 
diſcovery that the beſt of men have like paſſions 
with the worſt, James v. 17. or elſe one of the 
beſt of men would never have complained of a 
body of death, nor commanded the putting off the 
old man with bis deeds; which leads me to my 
third head; which was to ſhew, who theſe four 
and twenty elders are that fall down and woolly 
with the beaſts. 

In the days of Moſes the tribe of Levi was 
choſen out of all the reſt of the tribes of Iſrael, 
to miniſter. before the Lord, wait at the altar, 
and do the ſervice of the ſanctuary. This elec- 
tion was of God, and made manifeſt by a mira- 
cle; namely, by Aaron's rod budding and bear- 
ing almonds, while the other eleven rods had no- 


thing about them but a name, Num. xvii. 8. 
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This miniſterial tribe, being choſen of God, 
called to the office, and confirmed in it by a 
miracle, moſt beautifully prefigured the elected 
church of God in goſpel times, when every be- 
liever ſhould know his election, and ſee his 
calling clear; officiate in a better tabernacle, for 
the Lord is his ſanctuary; offer more acceptable 
facrifices in the Spirit, and wait at a better altar: 
we have an altar, whereof they have no right to 
eat, which ſerve the tabernacle, Heb. xiii. 10. 
Hence God promiſed to take ſome from the 
Gentile nations, and indulge them with the glo- 
rious privileges of this tribe: And they ſhall de- 
clare my glory among the Gentiles. And I will alſo 
take of them for prieſts and for Levites, ſaith the 
Lord, Iſa, Ixvi. 19. 21. 


Thus we ſee the election, calling, and mira- 
culous confirmation of this tribe, is now to be 
found in its goſpel ſignification among common 
believers of the Gentiles; who are exhorted to 
make their calling and election ſure to worſhip 
God in ſpirit and in truth—to draw near in the 
ephod and teraphim of imputed righteouſneſs and 
true holineſs, with the holy crown of loving 
kindneſs and tender mercies—to attend on Chriſt 
the golden altar and to miniſter about holy things 
—and offer the pleaſing and acceptable ſacri- 
fices of hearty praiſes, humble petitions, and a 
broken and contrite heart, which God will not deſpiſe, 
Pſalm li. 17. 


Our 
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Our glorious privileges are fo great that babes 
in grace, as ſoon as Wiſdom, their mother, has 
brought them. @ /ittle coat of needle work wrought 
about with divers colours, they may gird on the linen 
epbad of ſanctification, go 10 Shiloe, and talk to 
God the Saviour for themſelves. Thus the co- 
venant of an everlaſting prieſthoad is confirmed 
to the church at large; nay, I add, that as 
Chriſt was a prieſt after the order of Melchiſadec, 
and not after the order of Aaron; which order in- 
terweaving two offices together, namely, that of 
a king and a prieſt, it opens a way for this won- 
derful dignity to fall upon the church of Chriſt, 
which the Levitical tribe could never boaſt of, 
for God never ſpoke ſuch things of that: But ye 
are a choſen generation, à ROYAL PRIESTHOOD, an 
Boly nation, a peculiar people, that ye ſhould ſhew 
forth the praiſes of bim who bath called you out of 
darkneſs into bis marvellous light, which in time paſt 
were not a people, but are now the people of God, 
1 Peter ji. 9, 10. Thus the royal. and prieſtly 
order of Melchiſadec is found in all their glori- 
ous meaning in the glorious King of Zion, and 
high prieſt of our profeſſion; and the dignity and 
' honour of both offices is reflected from the Sa- 

viour on the church: He hath made us kings and 
prieſts unto God, and we ſhall reign on the earth, 
Rev. i, 6. Aaron's miraculous rod that con- 
firmed his election and calling, is now found, 
with its bloſſoms and almonds, in the church at 
large, I ſaid, I ſee the rod of an almond tree, 
C4 | Jer, 
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Jer. i. 11. which ſhall flouriſh, Eccl. xii. 5, It ſhall 

bloſſom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and 
ſinging, the glory of Lebanon ſhall be given unto it, 
the excellency of Carmel and Sharon: they ſhall ſee 
the glory of the Lord, and the excellency of our God, 
Iſa. xxxv. 2, whoſe leaf ſhall never wither, but 
they ſhall bloſſom as the roſe, and fill the world 
with fruit. 7; 

The family of Aaron who were prieſts were 
divided into twenty-four courſes, 1 Chron, xxiv. 
1—19. and theſe twenty-four courſes all waited 
or attended on their miniftry in turn, And all 
thoſe four and twenty courſes of miniſters, with 
their election, call, and privileges, are now found 
in the church in a goſpel ſenſe, and are confirmed 
with many additional bleſſings and privileges 
which they never had; and which will end in 
the eternal ſalvation and glorification of every 
ſpiritual prieſt, which theirs did not, Theſe 
four and twenty elders repreſent the churches of 
God at large, which were prefigured under the 
old teſtament by twenty-four courſes of miniſters 
or prieſts. This appears plain, as the ſcrip- 
tures call every ſaint a prieſt, a levite; yea, kings 
and prieſts, or a royal prieſthood : and in theſe 
four and twenty courſes young learners were num- 
bered as well as the preachers that taught; to 
ſhew, that the babe in grace ſhould be included 
in the goſpel ſignification of their order, as well 
as the ſtrong man in Chriſt: And they caſt lots, 
coard againſt ward, as well the ſmall as the great, 

the 
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the teacher as the ſcholar, were numbered, 1 Chron. 
xxv. 8, Bleſſed for ever be that ſpiritual prieſt, 
into whoſe lap the lot of eternal life falls. The 
lot is caſt into the lap, but the whole diſpoſal thereof 
is of the Lord, Prov. xvi. 33. This lot cauſes 
contention to ceaſe, Prov. xviii. 18, And indeed 
there is no ſtopping the clamorous mouth of Sa- 
tan, conſcience, and unbelief, till we are per- 
ſuaded that we ſhall reſt, and land in God's lot at 
the end of the days, Dan. xii. 13. Thus it appears, 
that theſe four and twenty elders who fall down and 
worſhip, are repreſentatives of the church of 
Chriſt at large, prefigured by the twenty-four 
courſes of prieſts, which repreſented the church 

as a royal prieſthood. | 
The name elder is often applied to the firſt- 
born ſon—Shem the brother of Fapheth the elder, 
and repreſents the children of God as the elder 
or firſt born by election; and no wonder, when 
they were predeſtinated to the adoption of ſons, be- 
fore any man-child was born into the world.— 
Abel was Adam's younger ſon, Iſaac was the 
younger of Abraham, Jacob of Iſaac, and Ephraim 
of Joſeph : but in God's decree they were not 
ſo. They were firſt-born ſons by promiſe, as 
Iſaac was, that they might inherit the home-ſtall, 
agreeable, both to the law, Deut. xxi. 15, 16. 
and the promiſe, And Abraham gave all that he 
bad unto Iſaac, Gen. xxv. 5. Eſau was before 
Jacob; yet the Iſraelites, not the Edomites, are 
called God's firſt born, Jjracl is ny ſon (ſays 
| 3 | God) 
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God) even my firſt born. And 1 ſay unto thee, Let 
my /on go | Pharaoh], that he may ſerie me: and if 
thou refuſæ to let him go, I will flay thy Jon, even 
thy firſt born, Exod. iv. 22, 23. 

Elders are magiſtrates that uſed to ſit on fears, 
at the city gates, to hear debates, try cauſes, 
ſettle diſputes, and bear witneſs to contracts ; 
hence you fo frequently read of the gates of the 
elders, Prov. xxx. 23. and of the elders at the 
gates bearing witneſs to Boaz's redeeming Naomi's 
inheritance, and betrothing Ruth, Ruth iv. 11. 

And if you read the deſcription of the wonder- 
ful city called the Heavenly Jeruſatem, you will 
ſee elders there. And be carried me away in the 
Spirit to a great and high mountain, and ſhewed me 
that great city, the holy Jeruſalem, having the glory 
of God; and her light was like a ſtone moſt precious; 
and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels ; 


and. names written therein, which are the names of 


the twelve tribes of the children of Iſrael; which 
News that the twelve patriarchs, fathers of the 
twelve tribes, whoſe names the tribes bore, who 
all ſprung from Jacob, and were called Iſraelites, 
a name which is now entailed on every believer, 
who may call himſelf by the name of Facob, or firname 
himſelf by the name of Iſrael, Iſa. xliv. 5. being a 
ſon of peace, and of tbe Iſrael of God, Gal. vi. 
16. I ſay, theſe elders having their names at 
the twelve gates of this city, inclines me to 
think, that in the goſpel-ſignification of their 
names, they are one half of theſe four and twenty 

elders 
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elders who repreſent. the whole Iſrael of God 
in the various a Rect: that * names 
Ssgnit 
_ The eee gates, three eaſt, cons 40 three 
north, and three ſouth, Rev. xxi. 13. is to ſhew, 
that many ſhall come from the eaſt, weſt, north, and 
 feuth, and ſhall fit down with Abraham, Iſaac, and 
Facob, in the kingdom of God, Luke xiii. 29. If 
theſe twelve names, at the twelve gates of this 
City, are twelve of the elders, as repreſentatives 
of the church, in the goſpel- ſignification of their 
names, it 1s to ſhew that none can paſs theſe el- 
ders, or enter into the gates of the city, by 
them, unleſs they are 1/raehites indeed, as Natha- 
nael was, John i. 47. or a part of God's Iſrael, 
which is a name and an everlaſting ſign that ſhall not 
be cut off, Iſa. Iv. 13. 

The name of this city is Jeruſalem, righreoufs 
neſs and peace, to ſhew that none bur juſtified 
fouls, in a ſtate of peace and reconciliation with 
God, can enter therein. It is the royal city of 

the Great King, in which he reſides. And the 
name of the city from that day ſhall be, The Lord is 
there, Ezek. xlviii. 35. If fo, a dead ſinner 
cannot enter there, nor live in the preſence of 
God; for in bis favour is life, and in his preſence 
fulneſs of joy, Pſal. xxx. 5. which ſhews that they 
muſt be quickened by the Holy Ghoſt, and find 
favour with God, that enter theſe gates. And 
if theſe twelve patriarchs whoſe names the twelve 
_ bore, being written on theſe gates, are 

twelve 
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twelve of the elders of this city, as I really be- 
lieve they are, they do repreſent the church of 
God in her twelve different ſtates and conditions, 
ſignified by the goſpel ſenſe of their names; and 
they appear to be elders by their names at' the 
gates of this city. Three gates north; one gate of 
REUBEN, one gate of JUDAH, one gate of Levi; on 
the eaſt fide, one gate of Josgph, one gate of BEx Ja- | 


Mix, one gate of Dan; on the ſouth fide, one gate 


of SIMEON, one gate of ISSACHAR, one gate of Zz- 
BULUN 3 on the weſt fide, one gate of Gab, one gate 
of ASHER, one gate of NAPHTALI, Ezek. xlviii. 37 
34. | : 
I come now to the ſignification of theſe names, 
by which theſe eelve patriarchs repreſent the 


whole Iſrael or church of God. 58 


"Iſt, REußzN, by his name, repreſents the fa- 
mily of God as children of light. The children of 
this world are wiſer in their generation than the, chil 
dren of light. Reuben repreſents, by name, the 
fraternity of God as children of light. And when 
the Lord saw that Leah was hated, he opened ber 
womb ; and ſhe bare a ſon, and called his name REvu- 
BEN ; for ſbe ſaid, Surely the Lord hath LOOKED 
upon my affiition, Gen. xxix. 31, 32. ON 

2dly, Jupan repreſents the church of God as 
God's own workmanſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus 
unto good works, which God hath before ordained 
that we ſhould walk in. them, Eph. ii. 10. This 
people have I formed for myſelf, they ſhall ſew forth 
my PRAISE, Iſa. xlili. 21, Judah ſignifies PRAISE 

| God. 
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Gop. And ſbe conceived again, and bare a ſon; 
and ſhe ſaid, Now will I vs aiss Jebovab; therefore 
He called his name Fudah, Gen. xxix. 38. 

Levi, by name, repreſents the church of God 
in the character of the Lamb's wife, who is made 
one with Chriſt; for they that are joined to the 
Lord are of one ſpirit, 1 Cor. vi. 17. We are of 
the Saviour's e and of his bones. This is a great 
myſtery, but I ſpeak concerning Chriſt and his church, 
Eph. v. 32. Levi ſignifies joineD, united, or 
in union. And ſbe conceived again, and bare a ſon; 
and ſaid, Now this time will my huſhand be Joined 
to me. THEREFORE vas his name called LEvi. 

JostPa was a type of the church, as a fruitful 
mother, or an increaſing kingdom. His name 
ſignifies ADDITION, or increaſe; as the kingdom 
of Chriſt muſt increaſe. And ſbe conceived and bare 


4 fon; aud ſaid, God hath taken. away my reproaths: 


and ſhe called his name Joszen ; and ſaid, The Lord 


Pall app to me another ſon, Gen. xxx. 23, 24. 


Zion ſhall be prolific. Shall I bring to the birth, 


and not give ſtrengib to bring forth? Before ſhe tra- 


vailed, Se was delivered of a man- cbild. Shall a na- 
tion be born at once? Before Zion travailed, ſbe 
brought forth her children, Iſa, Ixvi. 7, 8. Nor 
ſhall ſhe ever be barren. God ſhall add to her 


many ſons, and daughters too. She ſhall have 


five wiſe virgins marriageable, that ſhall be taken 


into the marriage chamber, —_ the  Bridegroom | 


h We to judgment. 
| BEx- 
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\ Benjamin, by his name, repreſents the ſafety 
of the church in the hand of God the Father, 
and God the Son; out of which hands Chriſt 
fays they ſhall never be plucked. None fall pluck 
them out of my hands, My Father is greater than 
all, and none is able to pluck them out of my Father's 
hands. I and my Father are one. They are right- 
hand ſons; and at the right hand of the Judge 
they ſhall appear at the great day, when the 
goats ſhall ſtand on the left. Benjamin ſignifies the 
SON OF THE RIGHT HAND. And he is called the 
beloved of the Lord, who ſhall dwell in ſafety by bim; 
the Lord ſhall cover him all the day long; and be 
ſhall dwell between bis ſhoulders, Deut. xxxiii. 12. 
And Rachel travailed, and ſhe had bard labour. And 
it came to paſs, as ber ſoul was in departing (for ſpe 
died), that fhe called bis name Bzn-on1 (the ſon of 
my ſorrow), but bis father called bim BENIAM IN 
(the ſon of my right hand), Gen. xxxv. 16—18. 
Dax, by his name, repreſents the church of 
God in a juſtified ſtate, whoſe judgment is al- 
ready paſt and they are a righteous nation, who 
have taken their trial, been judged at the bar of 
the law, brought in guilty by it, condemned and 
ſilenced, and juſtified by an act of grace which 
paſſed upon them, through faith in Chriſt Jeſus; 
and they are juſtified from all things from which they 
never could be juſtified by the law of Moſes. Dan 
ſignifies JUDGMENT, and may repreſent the church 
of Chriſt upon the ſeat of judgment with the 

1 N Judge, 


judge, ſeeing they have been his witneſſes in the 
world, and will be the ſame at the great day. 


And Rachel ſaid, God hath jupp ME, and hath ' 


alſo beard my voice, and bath given me a ſon : THERE= 
FORE h: called his name Dan, Gen. xxx. 6. 

Stuox, by name, repreſents the church of 
God as true Iſraelites, who are prevalent with 


God in prayer, whoſe prayers God hears far his 


eyes are over the righteous, and his ears are open to 
their prayers. And they are an obedient people 
to the Saviour's voice, whom they hear and obey. 
My ſheep hear my voice, and follow me. Simeon 
ſignifies THAT HEARS, obeys, or is heard. Aud 
he conceived again, and bare a ſon; and ſaid, Be- 
cauſe the Lord hath REAR D that I was bated, be 
hath therefore given me this ſon alſo : and ſhe called his 
name SIMEON, Gen. xxix. 33. 

Issacnar, by his name, repreſents the church 
of God as the Saviour's Hire or reward, He had 
the elect for redeeming them. Thine they were, 
and thou gaveſt them-me.; and 1 lay down my liſe for 
the ſheep. They are the reward of the Saviour's 
labour, as the ſpangled ſheep was the hire of 
Jacob, as well as his wife. And Jacob fed into 
the country of Syria, and Iſrael ſerved for .a wife ; 
and for a wife he kept ſheep, Hol. xi1. 12. And fo 
did our bleſſed Saviour. He aſſumed our nature, 


was among us as him that ſerved, paid the debts: of 


his ſpouſe, quickened her dead ſoul, and eſpouſed 
her to himſelf, as the purchaſe of his blood, and 
the reward of his labour. J acob's time ſeemed but 

2 a day 


ODOURS OF SAINTS. yy 


©. A UP wes. 
my 


wn r 


"vi" = a tt I 
e 
n 


+= I 3 8 


2 


— 
2 RY 
. 
WET TEE: N 
5 Pan. , 
y N = FH 1 
2 * 2 


n 
1 of 9 
3 hs 


+» > + = * 
* — - 


: * 2 


* * 
2 — 


„„ — * 2 a” Be 
- * — * a — 


r e 


M's —— 1 —— 


a p = A 
= "= r — 
— Foe » * 1 pu” S eee 
. > 8 : 
» ke 1 - N * 
of a 4 ;, 1 8 
Y * ; a „ . _ 
— W 9 * — A "——- N 
" +" Yd 8 ©," 2 
2 * a * ” 1 on 
_ — - * 2 e Þ d 
7 * ERS FR w__ 1 —— — n 1 
4 9 nn 7 : 
+4," 0 : 
w_ i NS noma — "IEP. : 7 © 3s 
2 Seats ud h 4 - * g * 
«„ — - * 


=y 
4 , - 
ni ann 
* 1 * 
$49" — ” — 
: — ͤ ime — 


—— 


——— N — - 
* ee In... 
= 
A 


 bardneſs, 2 Tim. ii. 3. to put on the whole armour 


48 THE MUSIC AN» 


a day for the love he had for Rachel, who was the 
object of his reward; for a wife he kept ſheep. 
And for the joy that was ſet before Chriſt, be en- 
dured the croſs, and deſpiſed the ſhame, Heb. xii. 2. 
which joy conſiſted in glorifying his Father, in his 
being glorified in his human nature, and in Phe 
marriage of his wife, and eternal glorification of 
her. Iſſachar ſignifies hire or reward. And God 
bearkened unto Leah, and ſbe conceived, and bare Ja- 
cob the fifth ſon. And Leah ſaid, God hath given 
me mine HIRE, becauſe I have given my maiden to mine 
huſband : and ſhe called his name Iſſachar, Gen. xxx. 
% 18. 
ZEBULUN, by name, repreſents the church of 
God as reſiding in the cleft of the rock Chriſt, Song 
ii. 14. of whom Zion ſays, Lord, thou haſt been 
our dwelling-place in all generations, Pſal. xc. 1. in 
whom they live, move, and have their being, and 
in whom they are commanded to ſtand faſt. Stand 
faſt in the Lord, my dearly beloved. Zebulun ſig- 
nifies DWELLING. And Leah ſaid, God bath en- 
dowed me with a good dowry : now will my huſband 
DWELL with me, becauſe I have born him ſix ſons : 
and ſhe called his name Zebulun. | 
Gap, by name, repreſents the church as the 
Lord's hoſt, or an army with banners, Song vi. 
10. called the hoſt of the Lord, a good company 
of ſoldiers ; the camp of ſaints, Rev. xx. 9. en- 
gaged in the fgbt of faith, 1 Tim. vi. 12. a troop 
of good ſoldiers of Feſus Chriſt, who are to endure 


of 
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of God, Eph. vi. 11. and overcome the world, 
1 John v. 4. Gad ſignifies a troop. And Zilpab, 
Leah's maid, bare Jacob a ſon. And Leab ſaid, A 
troop cometh ; and ſhe called his name Gad, Gen, 
AFL ,10; 1le © | | 
Ask, by his name, repreſents the church in 
her covenant ſtate, being bleſſed of God, and 
under the bleſſing of Abraham, As many as are 
| of faith are bleſſed with faithful Abraham, Gal. iii. 
9. which Zion certainly is; for it is on the moun- 
tain of Zion that the Lord hath commanded the Bleſſ- 
ing, even life for evermore, Pal. cxxxiii. 3. And 
this ſhall be proclaimed aloud in the great day, 
Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom. 
Aſher ſignifies Beſſedneſs, or being made happy 
under a bleſſing, which all God's, people are, 
more or leſs. And Zilpab, Leab's maid, bare Ja- 
cob a ſecond ſon. And Leab ſaid, Haeey am I, for 
the daughters will call me BLESSED : and ſbe called 
his name ASHER, Gen. xxx. 12, 13. 
© NaeHTAL1, by his name, repreſents the church 
of God as mighty prevailers, ſtruggling hard both 
with heaven and earth; like Jacob, they muſt 
wreſtle hard with God for a bleſſing, Gen. xxxii. 24. 
or they will never take the kingdom of God by 
force, which is ſaid to ſuffer violence, Matth. xi. 
12. And they are obliged to wreſtle with princi- 
palities and powers, and with ſpiritual wickedneſs in 
high places, Eph. vi. 12. in order to overcome 
the world. Naphtali ſignifies a mighty or pre- 
valent wreſtler. And Bilbab, Racbel's maid, con- 
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ceived again, and bare Jacob a ſecond ſon, And 
Rachel ſaid, With GREAT WRESTLINOS have 1 
wreſtled with my ſiſter, and I have prevailed; and 
ſhe called his name NaApHTALI, Gen. iii. 7, 8. 

Theſe particulars highly induce me to think 


that theſe twelve patriarchs; in the ſignification 


of their names, are twelve of theſe elders men- 
tioned in my text, Firſt, they all ſprung from 
Jacob, whoſe name Chriſt affumed, Pſa. xxiv. 6. 
and which name every ſaint of. God may aſſume, 
Fa. xliv. 5. Secondly, they were the fathers of 
all the Iſraelites; and they are all Iſraelites that 
believe in Chriſt for ſalvation, called the Jrael of 
God. Theſe patriarchs all ſprung from Abra- 
ham, «who is the father of us all, Rom, iv. 16. and 
from Sarah, who in the allegory is zhe free wo- 
man, and the mother of us all, Gal. iv. 26. Hence 
we are commanded to /ook to Abrabam our father, 
and to Sarah that bare us. Thirdly, theſe patri- 
archs were the fathers from whence the twenty- 


four courſes of prieſts ſprung; and by their 


names being at the gates of this city, they ap- 
pear to be the elders of this city; and the gates 
the gates of theſe elders; and unleſs we are 
Iſraelites by grace, as theſe patriarchs were by 
nature, and intereſted in thoſe things ſignified 
by their names, we never can enter the gates of 


this city, We muſt produce our regiſter, as they 


could, and our genealogy both, as written among 
the living in Jeruſalem, Ila. iv. 3. elſe we ſhall 
find no admittance into this city, much leſs into 
| the 
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the ſanctuary; we ſhall be ſtopped in the outer 
rourt, which the reed of God's word is not 70 
meaſure, becauſe tis to be trodden under foot, as every 
outer-court worſhipper will be, Rev. xi. 2, God 
will trample hypocrites in his fury, Iſa. Ixiii. 3. and 
expoſe them to as much contempt as Se children 
of Habaiah, the children of Coz, and the children of 
Barzillai, who could not prove their deſcent from 
iſrael by regiſter or genealogy, and therefore were 
they,. as polluted, put from the prieſtbood, Nehem. 
vit. 63, 64. . 

The other twelve elders mentioned in my text, 
I believe to be the twelve apoſtles of the Lord. 
They in ſcripture are ſtiled elders: Peter ſays, 
The elders I exbort, who am alſo an elder. John 
ſtiles himſelf the elder unto the elef? Lady and ber 
children. The twelve apoſtles are ſaid to have 
their names in the foundations of this city of the 


living God: And the wall of the city had twelve 


foundations, and in them the names of the twelve 
apoſtles of the Lamb, Rev. xxi. 14. As the apoſtles 
are called elders, and are faid to have their 
names in the foundations of this city, it ſhews 

that they were doctrinally or miniſterially the 
founders of it. We all know that 'twas God that 
founded Zion, and the poor of his people fhall truſt in 
it, Iſa. xiv. 32. and that he that built all things is 
God, Heb. iii. 4. yet he uſed wiſe maſter-builders 
to lay the foundation doctrinally: J, as a wiſe 
maſter- builder, ſays Paul, have laid the foundation, 
and another buildeth thereon; but let. him take heed 
D 2 how 
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how he buildeth thereupon, 1 Cor. iii. 10, God the 
Father laid Chriſt in his own decree and pur- 
poſe ; hence he is called an ele# ſtone, which God 
laid, 1 Pet. ii. 6. and revealed him to the pro- 
phets, who laid him in their miniſtry, The 
apoſtles ſucceeding the prophets laid him more 
clearly and extenſively, even in the Gentile 
world; and every child of God : built on the 
foundation of the apoſtles and prophets, Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf being the chief corner ſtone; in whom all the 
building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy 
temple in the Lord. In whom ye alſo are builded, 
for an habitation of God 3 the Spirit, Eph. 
11. 20— 22. 

To the apoſtles were committed the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven, all that they looſed on earth 
were looſed in heaven, and all that they bound 
on earth were bound in heaven, Matt. xvi. 19. 
Now as the church of God is built upon the 
foundation of the apoſtles and prophets, for an 
habitation of God through the Spirit, it appears 
that this habitation of God is this city that I am 
ſpeaking of; for this city is ſaid to have 7he glory 
of God in it, and ber light was like a ſtone moſt 
precious, Rev. xxi. 11. This city is likewiſe called 
the bride, the Lamd's wife, Rev. xxi. 9, 10. if fo, 
this city muſt conſiſt of ſuch ſouls as the apoſtles 
eſpouſed to a good huſband, and preſented as chaſte 
virgin to Chriſt, 2 Cor. xi. 2. This whole city 
conſiſteth of ſouls that were not defiled with the 
errors of myſtical Jezabel, Rev. 1 11, 20. or the my/- 


tical 
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tical whore of Babylon, Rev. xvii. 1. 5. This city 


conſiſts of ſuch as were not defiled with theſe 
women, for they are virgins, Rev. xiv. 4. 

Thus it appears that the twelve patriarchs, in 
the goſpel ſignification of their names, are twelve 
of theſe elders that repreſent the church of God 
in my text; and their having their names at the 
gates, ſeems to ſhew that they are the elders of 
this city; and unleſs we are Iſraelites, or inwardly 
Fewws, circumciſed in heart, and worſhippers of God 
in the Spirit, Phil. iii. 3. we ſhall not be able to 


find our names on the book of life, Phil. iv. 


3. or written among the living in this new Feruſa- 
lem. | 

You may object and ſay, the new Jeruſalem 
ſignifies the triumphant church, which is ler 
down from heaven; or the ſpirits of juſt men made 
perfect, coming with Chriſt in the clouds of hea- 
ven to receive their dead bodies raiſed again and 
to be united to them, being thoſe Sed ones that 
have a part in the firſt reſurrectioan. Be that as it 
may, let us look nearer home ;—matters will go 
well with us in that day, if we are found to be 
true citizens. Paul ſays, We are come to mount 
Zion, and unto the city of the living God, the hea- 
venly Feruſalem, and to an innumerable company of 


angels; to the general aſſembly and church of the firſt 


born, which are written in heaven, and to God rhe 
judge of all, and to the ſpirits of juſt men made 
perfect; and to Jeſus the Mediator of the new 
covenant, and to the blood of ſprinkling which 

D 3 ſpeaketh 
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ſpeaketh better things than that of Abel, Heb. 
X1i. 22—24. Happy are ſuch ſouls; they are no 
more ſtrangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens 
with the ſaints and of the houſehold of God; and are 
built upon the foundation of the apoſtles and prophets, 
Feſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief corner ſtone, Eph. 
11. 19, 20. all this is true of you, if you are upon 
the rock Chriſt, | 

The apoſtles laid the foundation of this city, 
and have their names engraved thereon; and had 
formerly the keys of it, to let all in that were 
looſed on earth by their miniſtry; and we muſt 
be partakers of the ſame ſpirit, and receive the 
ſame truth in the love of it which they delivered; 
for *cis the ſpirit and the word of truth which 
are the keys, and it is the word and ſpirit that 
make us free; where the ſpirit is, there is liberty, 
2 Cor. 17. ye ſhall know the truth, and ihe truth 


ſhall make you free, John viii. 32. Thus you find 


the ſpirit and the word lets us into liberty; when 
this is the happy and bleſſed caſe with us, we are 
free men of this city. J/aac was by the free 


woman; Jeruſalem which is above is free, which is 


the mother of us all; ſo then we are not children of 
the bond woman, but of the free, Gal. iv. 31. if ſo, 
we are free-born ſons of this mother, and have 
a right to the inheritance given of God by pro- 
mile to every he of promiſe, and ſhall never be 
ſhut out of this city, as the bond-woman and 
her children will be. 


2 | As 


* 
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As free men we may trade in this city ; all the 
elders will encourage us in it; and, as the Lord 
ſays, we may go in and out and find paſture, Thus 
theſe four and twenty elders, conſiſting of the off- 
ſpring of Abraham, the twelve literal builders of 
the houſe of Iſrael, and the twelve ſpiritual 
builders of the church of God, have their names 
on the gates and foundations of this city; and 
as a complete ſenate or parliament they repreſent 
the children of God 1n all their privileges as 
Iſraelites, and as followers of the bleſſed Re- 
deemer in the regeneration, till the world ends. 
Which leads me to my next general head, which 
is to conſider, | 

Fourthly, The object of their adorations the 
Lamb; and why ſo called. 

If Jeſus Chriſt be not really, eſſentially, and 
eternally God; if he be not the ſelf-exiſtent and 
independent Jznovan, they are every one ido- 
laters; I am the Lord thy God, thou ſhalt have no 
other Gods before me, Exod. xx. 1—7J. For thou 
ſhalt worſhip no other God; for the Lord, whoſe name 
#5 JEALOUS, 7s a jealous God. But the teſtimony 
this faithful and true witneſs bears to his 
own proper deity is ſufficient; 1 am Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the ending, ſaith the Lord, 
which is, and which was, and which 1s to come, the 
Almighty, Rev. 1. 8. and again, 1 am Alpha, and 
Omega, the firſt and the laſt, verſe 11. If ſo there is 
none before him, nor ſhall be after him, which 


is Proof of his eternity; and though this be 
D 4 denied 


„6% 
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denied by many, yet he will let all his enemies 
know that he 1s the all-ſeeing and heart-ſearching 
God; I will kill | Jezabel's children] with deaths 
and all the churches ſhall know that I am he which 
ſearcheth the reins and hearts; and I will groe fo 
every one of you according to your works, Rev. ii. 23. 
Strange language this for a creature. 


The eſſential deity of this bleſſed object of faith, 
ſeems to be the main ſtone of ſtumbling, and 
rock of offence, that the unbeliever is to ſtumble 
at: Behold ye deſpiſers, and wonder and periſh; for 
JI work a work in your days that ye ſhall in no wiſe 
believe, though a man declare it unto you, Acts xiii. 
41. But thoſe that are led by the Spirit to ſee and 
believe this eſſential article of our faith, namely, 
the perſonal divinity of the Saviour, they will 
ſee the privilege, and ſoon feel the bleſſed effects 
of calling upon him as the object of worſhip; 
I. ſhall come to paſs, that whoſoever ſhall call on the 
name of the Lord ſhall be ſaved: But how ſhall they 
call on him in whom they have not believed ? Rom. x. 
14. *Tis in vain to call on his name as an object 
of prayer, if thou doſt not believe his deity ; 
call bim not good unleſs thou believe his God. head; 
there is none good but one, that is God. But if thou 
believe him to be b, Lord and maſter thou doeſt 
well, for he 1s ſo. 

Bleſſed be God, he does not leave his own 
elect to ſtumble at this rock of offence; he ſends 


the comforter, the ſpirit of truth, from the 


Father, to zeſtify of 58 John xv. 26. and to 
cConvince 
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convince us of our need of him as one mighty to 
ſave. To talk of an eternal ſalvation from ſin 
and ſatan, death and hell, by a creature, is mere 
nonſenſe - vain is the ſalvation of man, Pſa. Ix. 11. 
He that is our God is the God of ſalvation, and unto 
God the Lord belong the iſſues from death, Pſalm 
Ixviii. 20. And this God of ſalvation is Jeſus z 
for there is ſalvation in no other name, Acts iv. 10— 
12. Thele elders know what they are about; 
all the hoſts of heaven pay divine worſhip to 
him, though there are ſo many in this world that 
withhold it, being wiſer in their generation than the 
children of light, Luke xvi. 8. When he bringeth 
in the firſt-begotten into the world, he ſaith, And let 
all the angels of God worſhip him, Heb. i. 6, and 
the command 1s the fame to Zion, He is thy Fe- 
Hovab, and worſhip thou him, Pſalm xlv. 11. 

I will never believe that there ever was an 
Arian that could give any true account of a 
work of regeneration on his ſoul, or of his being 
born again of the Holy Ghoſt; and as they are 
ſenſual men, having not the ſpirit, nothing can 
be expected from them but lies and confuſion 
be natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit 
of God, neither can he know them, becauſe they are 
ſpiritually diſcerned, Rom. ii. 14. The Saviour 
will ever be glorified by the Holy Ghoſt where- 
ever that Spirit comes; and he will be glorified 
as God and Saviour by no other ſpirit, nor by 
any but thoſe that have the Spirit: When the 
ſpirit of truth is come, he will guide you into all 

truth : 
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truth : For he ſhall not ſpeak of himſelf, he ſball glo- 
riſfy me, John xvi. 13, 14. 
The firſt powerful command that was attended 
with a divine ray to my ſoul was this, * Go and 
pray to Jeſus Chriſt,” I went in obedience: to 
the heavenly viſion, and in anſwer to the firſt 
extempore prayer put up to the name of the 
Lord Jeſus, I came out of as much rea! and 
imaginary horror as any mere mortal could bear up 
under. Iwould bear this teſtimony, and ſwear 
to it with my dying breath. He that denies the 
Saviour's being the ſelf-exiſtent and indepen- 
dent Jehovah, is in his natural ſtate, in a ſtate of 
unbelief, and in a fair way for a ſhare in the 
damnation of hell: F ye believe not that I am ye 
ſhall die in your fins, John viii, 24. and if they die 
in their ſins where Chriſt is they cannot come, ver. 21. 
This I ſee, that the ſaints of God are every way 
inſtructed, and the word of God is every way 
fulfilled ; evil men and ſeducers ſhall wax worſe and 
worſe, deceiving and being deceived, 2 Tim. 111. 13. 
It is clear, from the chapter out of which my 
text is taken, that theſe ſpiritual worſhippers 
worſhip the Lamb with equal adoration to that 
of the Father; And every creature which is in 
heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and ſuch 
as are in the ſea, and all that are in them, heard I, 
ſaying, Bleſſing, and honour, and glory, and power, 
be unto him that ſetteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb for ever and ever. And the four beaſts ſaid 
Amen, Rev. vi. 13, 14. For the Father judgeth no 
man, 
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man, but hath committed all judgment to the Son: 
That all men ſhould honour the Son, even as they Bo- 
nour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son, 
honoureth not the Father which hath ſent him, John 
V. 22, 23» SN 


Having treated briefly of the obje& of their 
worſhip, ie Lamb, I come now to ſhew why 
he is ſo called. | 


Firſt, Becauſe of his innocency; he having 
done no in, neither was guile found in his mouth, 
1 Pet. ii. 22, yet 2t pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe bim; 
he hath put him to grief, Iſa. liii. 10. 

Secondly, Becauſe of his meekneſs and gen- 
tleneſs in the hands of his enemies, and ſubmiſ- 
ſion to their cruelty and rage. A lamb makes 
little reſiſtance in the hands of a butcher, and 
leſs in the hand of its ſhearer; no animal of its 
ſize ſo paſſive and meek. There is nothing 
about it but is uſeful; nor any thing in its na- 
ture that is voracious, cunning, fly, or ſavage; 
to which the Saviour is compared in his meek 
and gentle deportment Ie was oppreſſed, and be 
was affiiftea, yet he opened not his mouth: He is 
brought as a lamb to the flaughter, and as a ſheep 
before har ſhearers is dumb, ſo he opened not his 
mouth. le was taken from priſon and from judg= 
ment, and who ſhall declare his generation? For be 
was cut off out of the land of the living; for the 
tranſgreſſion of my people was be ſtricken, Iſaiah 
liii. 7, 8. ; 
Thirdly, 


„ 
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Thirdly, He is compared to a lamb on ac- 
count of his uſefulneſs. There is nothing about 
a lamb but is uſeful. It is excellent food, if not 
the very beſt of animal food; hence the Saviour 
ſays, My fleſh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink 
indeed, John vi. 55. whojo eateth my fleſh and arink- 
eth my blood, hath eternal life, and I will raiſe him 
up at the laſt day, verſe 54. This ſpiritual eating 
and drinking ſhews the myſterious union there 
is between Chriſt and the believer; for as food 
received, digeſted, and concocted, nouriſhes 
every part of the body, and increaſes it, ſo the 
ſoul who receives the Saviour by faith into his 
heart, as crucified for him, finds the ſentence of 
death, his ſoul-deadneſs removed, and life divine 


communicated ; He that eateth my fleſh and drinketh 


my blood, dwelleth in me and JI in him, verſe 56, 
All other food periſhes ; but this food is ſpiritual 
and divine; and is no leſs than an eternal feaſt of 
fat things, intended to entertain a troubled mind, 
quicken and nouriſh a periſhing ſoul, and ſatiſ- 
fy the boundleſs defires of it with the love of 
God. Such ſouls ſhould live above the fear, as 
they ſhall ſurely live above the power, of all that 
is called death—He that eateth of this bread ſpall 
tive for ever, John vi. 58. 

The wool of the lamb is excellent for cloath- 
ing, as well as the ſkin for other uſes—The lambs 
are for thy CLOATHING, and the goats are the price 
of the field, Prov. xxvii. 26. And ] believe there 
is ſome ſweet meaning in this text: 7 will lay 

| | fintws 
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finews upon you, and will bring up fleſh upon you, 


and cover you with $KIN, and put breath in you and 
you ſhall live, Ezek. xxxvii. 6. However, the 
Saviour is not only the food of our ſouls, but 
our cloathing alſo—Put ye on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Rom. xiii. 14. and walk in him, Col. ii. 6. He 
is our covering—Bleſſed is the man whoſe fin is 
covered, Pſ. xxxii. 1. The Lord hath covered me with 
the robe of bis righteouſneſs, Iſa. Ixi. 10. and unleſs 
he does we ſhall be found naked, Rev. xvi. 15. In 
ſhort, we muſt feed on him, or die; we mult be 
found in his righteouſneſs or be damned, and that 
is the truth of it. | 
Fourthly, There is no other fountain opened 
for fin but the Lamb's blood. All that are in 
heaven waſhed their robes and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb, Rev. vii. 14. and if he 


waſh us not we have no part in him, John xiii. 8. 


No cleanſing but this can purge the conſcience 
from the ſting of guilt, the curſe and wrath of 
the law, or from dead works, that we may ſerve 
the living God, Heb. ix. 14. He that is a ſtranger 
to the blood of the Lamb, is purſued and haunt- 
ed by the wrath of God, the ſentence of death, 
and a guilty conſcience; no fountain but the 
blood of the Lamb of God can ſprinkle the heart 
from an evil conſcience, Heb. x. 22. No peace, 
no reconciliation or friendſhip, with a ſin-aveng- 
ing God, but by an application of this atoning 
blood; this is the Sed of ſprinkling that ſpeaks 
better things than that of Abel, Heb, xii. 24.— 

| Under 
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Under this atonement of the Lamb the Iſraelites 
eſcaped the deſtroying angel's ſword in Egypt: 
By faith Moſes kept the paſſover and the. ſprinkling 
| of blood, leſt be that defiroyed the firſt-born fhould 
zouch them, Heb. xi. 28, And you phariſaical 
advocates for a form of godlineſs, who have fo 
often ſaid O Lamb of God, that taketh away 
the ſins of the world, grant us thy peace,” ſee 
that you reject not this fountain; if you do, you 
reject all peace and reconciliation with God; and 
the conſequence will be, that an awful ſepara— 
tion and an infinite diſtance will take place be- 
tween you and the feunlain life, and an eternal 
war will commence where the loſs will be all your 
own; He will draw his ſword, and come down on 
the people of his curſe to judgment, Ila. xxxiv. 5, by 
fire and by his ſword will the Lord plead with all 
fleſh, and the flain of the Lord ſhall be many, Ita, 
Ixvi. 16. You that deſpiſe this fountain of the 
Lamb's blood ſhall feel his wrath; and though 
you never aſked for an intereſt in him, yet you 
ſhall pray to be hid from him: The kings of the 
earth and the great men, and the rich men, and the 
chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bond 
man, and every free man, hid themſelves in the dens, 
rocks, and mountains; and ſaid to the mountains and 
rocks, fall on us and hide us from the face of him 
that /itteth on the thr one, and True the wrath of the 
Lamb, Rev. xvi. 15, 16. | 

To whom this Lamb is no Saviour, he will 


be an inexorable judge. 7 that never 
ſued 
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ſued for his grace ſhall feel his wrath; he will 
curſe his enemies once for all Depart from me 
ye curſed, Matt. xxv. 41. and they will curſe him 
they ſhall fret tbemſelves, and curſe their king and 
their God, Iſa. viii. 21. and pierce their own ſouls 
by it, and that to all eternity. Happy, and 
eternally bleſſed, is that ſoul that can ſay from 
his own experience, the blood of Chriſt cleanſeth 
us from all /in. The ſaints beſt performances ſtand 
in need of waſhing; and our vile and corruptible 
bodies, which are to be changed, and diveſted 
of all corruption and raiſed in incorruption, with 
which we are to be clothed when mortality is 
ſwallowed up of life, muſt have a waſhing in 
this fountain of the Lamb's blood: Tee are 
they which came out of great tribulation, and have 
waſhed their robes and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb ; therefore are they before the throne of 
Goa, and ſerve him day and night in his temple, Rev. 
Vils I4z 15. | 

He is called the Lamb flain from the foundation 
of the world, Rev. xiii. 8. Indeed he was ſlain 
in the purpoſe of God from all eternity; and in 
God's ſecret council and fore-knowledge his 
death was decreed, purpoſed, appointed, and 
determined from all eternity, Jeſus, ſpeaking 
of his death, ſaith, To this end was 1 born, and for 
this cauſe came J into the world, John xvill. 37. He 
was delivered by the determinate council and 
fore-knowledge of God, though it was by the 


inſtrumentality of ungodly men that he was 
| | taken, 


— 
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taken, and by wicked bands he Was crucified and 
ſlain, Acts ii. 23. 

He is called be Lamb ſiain from the foundation 
of the world, being typified by the offerings that 
Abel brought, called the rſtlings of bis flock, 
Gen, iv. 4. which were /amds; and through them, 
by faith, Abel looked to the Lamb of God, the 
woman's ſeed promiſed, who was to come, and 
by faith be offered a more excellent ſacrifice than Cain, 
Heb. xi. 4. and on this account God bad reſpe# 
to Abel and to his offering, but to Cain and'to his 
offering be had not reſpef, Gen. iv. 4, 5. which 
Cain could diſcern, and therefore he was wrath and 
his countenance fell. God had reſpect to Abel in 
Chriſt Jeſus; and Abels faich was looking 
through the type to the anti-type; on which 
account God had reſpect to his offering. Had 
the act of faith and the object of faith been out 
of the queſtion, the offering had been no better 
than a vain oblation ; and the declaration and 
queſtion would have been, I delight not in the 
Blocd of bullocks, lambs, or he goats: Who hath re- 
quired this at your hands? Iſa. i. 12. But by faith 
Abel offered, and obtained witneſs that he was rigb- 
teous, Cod teſtifying of his gifts, and by it he being 
dead yet ſpeaketh, Heb. xi. 4 | 

In both theſe ſenſes he is the Lamb ſlain from 
the foundation of the world decretively and typi- 
cally, and was: ſlain in the evening of the world 
in reality. This decretive and typical ſlaying 


of the Lamb from the foundation of the world, 
and 
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and his being flain in reality in the evening, or 
ſupper time of it, Luke xiv. 17. or, as Paul ſays, 
in the end of the world hath be appeared to put 
away fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf, Heb. ix. 26. 
this was prefigured under the law every day; that 
the Iſraelites might look back and ſee how every 
ſaint had been ſaved ; and that they might look 
forward, in hope and expectation of a Saviour 
to come, called the hope and firength of the chil- 
dren of Iſrael, Joel. iii. 16. and to them he was 
hope to come; for which hopes ſake Paul was accuſed, 
Acts xxvi. 7. Now this is that which thou ſhalt offer 


upon the altar; two lambs of the firſt year, day by day 


continually. The one lamb thou ſhalt offer in the 
morning, and the other lamb thou ſhalt offer in the 
even : This ſhall be a continual burnt-offering through= 
out your generations, at the door of the tabernacle of 
the congregation, before the Lord; where I will meet 
you, to ſpeak there unto thee, Exod. xxix. 38, 39. 42. 
Thus was the Lamb of God ſet before Iſrael 
every morning and evening ; until that abomi- 
nable monſter, that enemy to God, Antiochus, 
commanded ſacrifice to idols, which many Iſrael- 
ites followed: He forbid burat-offerings, ſacri- 
fices, and drink-offerings in the temple, and 
polluted the ſanctuary, 1 Mac. i. 41 — 46. 
Zea, he magnified himſelf even to the prince of the 
hoſt; and by him the daily ſacrifice of the morning 
and evening lamb was taken away, and the place 
of his ſanfuary was caſt down, Dan, vill. 11. 
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The Saviour was typified by the paſchal lamb 
that was to be lain once a year, called the 
Paſſover, in commemoration of Iſrael's deliver- 
ance out of Egypt, and eſcaping the deſtroying 
angel's ſword, under the atoning blood of the 
paſchal lamb upon their door poſts, This deli- 
verance out of Egypt, and eſcape from divine 
wrath, was to lead their faith to their great de- 
liverer, who ſhould deliver them from their 
ſpiritual enemies—much worſe than Pharaoh; 
and from the yoke and curſe of the law—far 
worſe than the yoke of ſervitude in Egypt. This 
yearly ſacrifice was to teach them that Chriſt 
would die once for all: Once in the world he 
ſhould offer himſelf; and by his one offering for 
ever perfect all that are choſen out of the world, 
or ſanctified; that is, ſet apart in the decree of 
God to be redeemed, ſaved, and glorified by 
Chriſt Jeſus; which leads me to my next general 
head, which is to ſhew, 

Fifthly, The muſic and melody of their harps, 
and the cauſe of it. | 

Harps were appointed for the Levites by Da- 
vid. Inſtrumental and vocal muſic were to go 
together in the worſhip of God: And David ſpake 
to the chief of the Levites to appoint their brethren to 


be the fingers with inſtruments of muſic, pſalteries and 


harps, and cymbals, ſounding, by lifting up the voice 
with joy, 1 Chron. xv. 16. Though harps were 


in vogue long before the days of David; Jubal, 


in the days of Adam, had children that could 
| | | handle + 
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handle the harp and organ, Gen. iv. 21. Laban 
talked to Jacob of ſending him away with mirth, 
and with ſongs, with tabret and with harp, Gen, 
xxxi. 27. And we read of a company of prophets 
in the days of Saul, coming down from the bigh place, 
with pſaltery, and a tabret, and a pipe, and an barp 
before them, 1 Sam. x. 5, Theſe harps were uſed 
in the worſhip of God, and were typical of the 
heavenly muſic of believing hearts in goſpel 
times: When the church of God ſhould be as Eden 
as the very garden of the Lord; joy and gladngſs 
being found therein, thankſgiving and the voice of 
melody, Iſa. li. 3. 

The melody or muſic mentioned in my text, 
ſeems to be uſed on three occaſions: 1ſt. At the 
coronation of the King of Kings, and the con- 
queſts he was ſure to gain over his own and his 
church's enemies: And I ſaw when the Lamb 
opened one of the ſeals, and 1 heard as it were the 
noiſe of thunder, one of the four beaſts, ſaying, Come 
and ſee. And I ſaw, and bebold a white horſe; and 
he that ſat on him had a bow, and a crown was given 
unto him, and he went forth conquering and to conquer, 
Rev. vi. 1, 2. Here we have the Saviour as the 
Lord of hoſts, or God of armies, mounted. 
The colour and undaunted courage of the horſe 
repreſents the purity, the ſwiftneſs, and the irre- 
ſiſtible force of the goſpel of ſalvation in its 
rapid progreſs; a mighty ſalvation is compared 
to the ſwiftneſs and undaunted courage of this 


warlike animal: Was the Lord diſpleaſed with the 
—_ | E 2 rivers ? 
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Fivers? [of Nilus or Jordan] Was thine anger 
againſt the rivers? Was thy wrath againſt the [red] 
fea, that thou didſt ride upon thine borſes, and thy 
chariots of ſalvation ? Hab. iii, 8 
2dly. The Lord is repreſented as having a 8 
in his hand, which is his word: Thy Bow was 
made quite naked, according to the. oaths of the tribes, 
even thy worD, Hab. iii. 9. This bow, being 
the word of Chriſt, is to ſhew the convincing 
and convicting power that goes to ſinners hearts 
by the Spirit from the. publication of it. This 


piercing and penetrating force is often compared 


to arrows ſent from this bow: The arrows of the 
Almighty are within me, the poiſon whereof drinketh up 
my ſpirit : the terrors of Ged do ſet themſelves in ar- 
ray againſt me, ſays Job vi. 4. 

zdly. The Saviour is repreſented as having 4 
crown given unto him; which ſhews his coronation 
in heaven, and is a fulfilment of this prophecy : 
And thou profane wicked prince of Iſrael, whoſe day is 
come, when iniquity ſhall have an end; thus ſaith the 
Lord God, remove the diadem, and take off the crown : 
This ſhall not be the ſame, exalt him that is low, and 
abaſe him that is high, I will overturn, overturn, 
overturn it; and it ſhall be no more until he come 


_ eoboſe right it is, and I will give it him, Ezek. xxi. 


25, 26, 27. And who can this be, that has a 
right to David's crown and diadem, but Chriſt, 
who was the Fruit of David's loins, according to the 
fleſh, raiſed up to fit on his throne? Acts ii. 30. As 
| a mighty 
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a mighty horn of ſalvation in the houſe of God's ſer- 
vant David, Luke. i. 6g: Who, upon the rene 
of David, and upon his kingdo'r, to order it and to 
eſtabliſb it with judgment and juſtice for ever, the zeal 
of the Lord of hoſts (having not only promiſed) but 
performed this, Iſa. ix. 7. Thus the cauſe of this 
muſic in my text is, the coronation of Chriſt in 
heaven, he is King of Kings and Lord of Lords. And 
ſecondly, 'on account of the wonderful conqueſts 
he ſhould atchieve in behalf of his church, as ap- 
pears by the following account; which ſerves to 
ſhew us, that thoſe reprobates who reſiſt the bow of 
God, and oppoſe the ſword of the Spirit, are num- 
bered to the ſword of war, and fall under the flain ; 
which appears from the troop horſe and his war co- 
lour that goes forth after the ſtately white one. 
And when be bad opened the ſecond ſeal, I heard the 
ſecond beaſt ſay, Come, and ſee. And there went out 
| another horſe that was RED; and power was given 10 
him that ſat thereon, to take peace from the earth, 
and that they ſhould kill one another; and there was 
given unto him a great ſword. Rev. vi. 3, 4. 

The next horſe repreſents famine, a natural 
conſequent of war. Before an army, 4 fruitſul 
land is repreſented as the garden of Eden, but behind 
it, a deſolate wilderneſs, Joel ii. 3. An army is 
like the Egyptian locuſt, it leaves nothing green, 
Exod. x. 15. which is repreſented by the black 
colour of this horſe, and by the balances of his 
rider. And ven he had opened the third ſeal, I 
beard the third beaft ſay, Come, and ſee. And I be- 
Pk E 3 Bela, 
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= | held, and lo, a black horſe ; and be that ſat on him 
= had a pair of balances in his hand, And ] heard a 

ry: voice in the midſt of the four beaſts ſay, a meaſure of 
1:8 wheat for a peuny, and three meaſures of barley for a a 
Wl penny, Rev. vi. 5, 6. 

The next viſion ſhews the dreadful effects of 
war and famine, and the certain deſtruction that 
ſinners bring on their ſouls, as well as war and 

"of famine on their bodies, by their rebellion againſt 
4 Chriſt Jeſus. This horſe is AHrucbion, with death 
18 on his back, and hell at his heels: And when be 
= had opened the fourth ſeal, I heard the fourth beaſt 
ſy ſay, Come, and ſee. And I looked, and behold a PALE 
| HORSE; and bis name that ſat on bim was DEATH, 
and HELL followed with him, Rev. vi. 7, 8. Thus 
the beaſts and elders ſeeing the coronation of 
Chriſt, and having obtained ſalvation by him; 
and ſeeing the wars, famine, deſtruction, and 
_ damnation that attended their rebellious perſe- 
cutors and oppoſers, ſing this glorious anthem, 
and make this wonderful melody with their 
harps. 

Theſe harps are uſed again, at a complete vic- 
tory obtained over the pope, and the whore of Baby- 
lon (called Jezabel), by faith in the blood of the 
Lamb; both over their malice, and over their 
errors, on which account zhey are called virgins, 
ſaid to be not defiled with women, Rev. xiv. 4. that 
is they had not been corrupted, nor defiled, by I 
committing fornication with Jezabel, nor taken 
with her painted face, 2 Kings ix. 30. Rev. ii. 20. 

| | nor 
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nor with the whore of Babylon, with whom the 
kings of the earth have committed fun, Rev. 


xvii. 2, 
Theſe harps are uſed by thoſe chan fland on the 


ſea of glaſs, which is the goſpel diſpenſation, in 


alluſion to the gla/s ſea made by Moſes for the 
prieſts to waſh in; which, on the account of the 


pureneſs, clearneſs, and heart warming comforts of 
the goſpel diſpenſation, is compared to a ſea of 
glaſs mingled with fire, Rev. v. 2. the goſpel being 
compared zo a glaſs, through which the believer 
looks till he is changed into the image of Chriſt from 
glory to glory, 2 Cor. 111. 18, 

The ſaints of God are repreſented as ſtanding 
here: Chriſt as the ſum and ſubſtance of the goſ- 
pel, is our ſea, laver, or fountain open for fin and 
uncleanneſs, by whom we are cleanſed and re- 
newed; and ſtanding on this ſea of glaſs, repre- 
ſents the ſaints as having got the victory over 
the pope, or antichriſt ; over his image, or eccle- 
ſiaſtical power; over his mark in the forehead 
or hand, which many receive to ſave their lives, 
This double mark in the hand and forehead, 
repreſents firſt, the oath of allegiance ro him, 
to defend him in his villany; or in the fore. 
head, is openly to eſpouſe his curſed cauſe; 
but thoſe that ſtand on this ſea had overcome 
both the beaſt and the whore; they had not been 
conquered by the one, nor defiled by commit- 
ting fornication with the other, and therefore 2% 


4 | ſtand 
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ſtand on the ſea of glaſs, with the mh of God in 


their hands, Rev. xv. 11. 
In ſhort, the Saviour, as the only mediator be- 
tween God and man, had took the book of the 
law, and preached it, fulfilled it, magnified it, 
and redeemed his people from the curſe of it: 
As a prophet he had taken the book of life and 
publiſhed i it, and both were gone forth: The law 
Was gone forth out of Zion and the word of the Lord 
from Feruſalem. It was on the coronation of 
Chriſt, his aſcenſion to his throne, and the re- 
ception of this book of the Revelation, or the 
copy of his kingdom, that the beaſts, elders, and 
angels, ſing their anthems, and ſound theſe harps; 
which leads me to my ſixth general head, which 
is a deſcription of 

Their golden vials, and why ſo called. 
rſt, Let it be obſerved, that under the old law 
there was a golden table and many more ſacred 
things, which are. mentioned in this admirable 
book of the Revelation: For there was a tabernacle 
made, the firſt wherein was the candleſtick, and the 
tab e, and ihe ſhew bread; which is called the ſane- 
tuary, Heb. ix. 2. This court prefigured Chriſt 
in his ſtate of humiliation, and the church in its 
militant ſtate; where the candleſtick repreſented 
the charch, Rev. i. 20. The golden table, typified 
the fleſhly tables of the believers hearts, where the law 
i written by the Spirit of the living God, 2 Cor. Ill. 3. 
and in which Cbriſt dwells by faith, Eph, Il. 17. 
T he 
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The ſhew bread repreſented Chriſt the bread of 
life, that a man may eat thereof and never die, John 
vi. 50. this ſhew bread is called the bread of faces, 
which likewiſe prefigures the ſaints of God, who 
being many are one bread, 1 Cor. x. 17. and, by 


feeding on Chriſt by faith, they ſhall appear at 


laſt in the true tabernacle, or heaven itſelf, and in 
the preſence of God, or before his face; bleſſed are the 
pure in beart for they fall fee God, Matt. v. 8. 

On this golden table, on which was ſet the golden 
candleſticł, repreſenting the church of God with its 
ir branches, or the ſeven churches of Afia, Rev. i. 4. 
were ſet ſome gulden vials, or bottles, filled with in- 
cenſe, as are mentioned by Joſephus in his hiſtories 
of the Jews, and in the ſecond chapter of E/dras, 
which golden vials full of incenſe prefigured the 


hearts of believers, who are bleſſed with the ſpirit 


of grace and ſupplication. And this was the number 
of them, a thouſand golden cups, and a thouſand of 
filver ,, cenſers of ſilver, twenty nine; VIALS OF GOLD, 
thirty, 1 Eſdras ii. 13. Mention is made again 
of this myſterious article: And the table of ſhew- 
bread, and the pouring veſſels, AND THE VIALS, and 
the cenſers of gold, and the vail; all which be [An- 
tiochus] pulled off, Macc. i. 22. This was to 
fulfil an ancient prophecy concerning Antiochus, 
who was to magnify bimſelf even to the prince of the 
hoſt, and by him the daily ſacrifice was to be taken 
away, and the place of God's ſanfluary to be caſt 
down, Dan. viii. 11. Thus it appears that the 
golden vials in my text are mentioned 1n alluſion 
| to 
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to the vials that were placed in the ſanctuary of 


the Lord, which were made of gold, and filled 
with incenſe, Theſe golden vials of faveet incenſe, 
being placed on the golden table in the ſanctuary, 
ſerved to typify the ſpiritual prayers that ſhoulq 
go up from the fleſhly tables of believing hearts 
in goſpel times, when the divine fire of love from 
Chriſt the altar, ſhould make prayer a rich per- 
fume ; when the church ſhould become the true 
tabernacle that God himſelf pitched, and in 
which the Spirit of grace and ſupplication would 
reſide, as in his own ſanctum. 

Sometimes in ſcripture a believing heart, bleſſed 
with the unction of the Holy Ghoſt, is called the 
veſſel of a lamp with oil, but tte wiſe took oil in 
their veſſels ; which divine unction feeding the be- 
liever's profeſſion mates bim a burning and a ſhining 
light in the world; yea it cauſes his light to ſhine be- 
fore men, and his good works to appear in the ſight 
of them. | 

Sometimes a believing heart filled with the 
comforts of the Spirit is compared to new wine 
in new bottles, Matt. ix. 17. and that on the ac- 
count of the unutterable joy and delight which 
the believer feels and experiences in communion 
with the Saviour, which makes religion the de- 
light of his ſoul, and the joy of his heart. 

But in the words of my text, a tried, believing, 
inſpired heart, is called a golden vial, &c. which I 
will attempt to explain to you in the nn 


manner. 
I it 
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iſt. Why called a vial. 

adly. Why a golden one, and 

'3dly. What the odours are. 

Firſt, A believing or faithful heart filled with 
odours, which are ſaid to be the prayers of ſaints, 
is called a golden vial of prayers, to diſtinguiſh a 


believer's prayers from the petitions of a mere 


formaliſt; whoſe prayers are in his book, in his 
— elſe carried after him under the arm 
of his footman, that every body may ſee that the 
maſter is going to work, or to perform his irk- 
ſome taſk, There is a difference hetween a pray- 
ing heart and a prayer book; a vial of odours, and 
a pocket of papers are two things; for want of 
theſe vials of odcurs the Lord complains ; This 
people draweth night unto me with their mouth, and 
honoureth me with their lips; but their heart (there 
is the vial) is far from me. But in vain they do 
worſhip me, Matt. xv. 8, 9. 

The golden vials full of odours, called the 


prayers of ſaints, are intended to diſtinguiſh 


them, from the haſty and violent devotions of an 
alarmed hypocrite, who moves by fits and ſtarts, 
juſt as the fears of death or gripes of conſcience 
rouſe him. God never hears from him unleſs he 
is convulſed: Vill God hear his cry when trouble 
cometh upon him? will be delight himſelf in the Al- 
mighty ? will he always call upon Gad? Job. xxvil. 
9, 10. No, in their affiittion they will ſeek God early, 
Hoſea v. 15. and ſay, ariſe and ſave us, Jer, ii. 


27. 


56 THE MUSIC AND 


27. Many vows and prayers are put up, which 


is compaſſing their maker about with lies, or flat- 


tering with their lips, or ſpeaking with a double 
heart, Pfalm x11. 2. But when his deliverance is 
obtained, they ſay, we are Lords, we will come 
no more nigh thee, Jer. ii. 32. We may ſay of 
ſuch violent devotions, as we ſay of ſome peo- 
ple's love, it is too hot to hold. O Ephraim what 
Hall I do unto thee ? O Fudab what ſball I do unto 
thee ? for your goodneſs is as the morning clout, and as 
the early dew it goeth away, Hoſea vi. 4. 85 

All theſe prayers ſpring from the fear of dam- 
nation; not from any hatred to ſin, love to God, 
or deſire after holineſs. The /inners in Zion are 
afraid, fearfulneſs hath furprized the hypocrites, who 
among us Hall dwell with devouring fire, who ſhall 


 @well with everlaſting burnings, Iſai. xxxii. 14. 


The golden vials of odours diſtinguiſh the 
ſpiritual worſhip of ſaints from the pompous ſhew 
of devotion, which is carried on by thouſands only 
for the ſake of applauſe, a livelihood, or a be- 
nefice. The wolf is obliged to put on the ſheep's 
ſkin, before he can ſheer the ſheep or get at the 
fleece: Beware of falſe prophets, which come to you 
in ſheep's clothing, Matt. vii. 15. Woe unto you 
ſcribes and phariſees, hypocrites, for ye devour widows 
beuſes, and for a pretence make long prayers ; therefore 
ve ſhall receive the greater damnation, Matt. xxiii. 14. 
But the believer has got the ſpirit of prayer in his 
heart; it lays not in his book only, as the for- 
maliſts; nor in a ſtorm, as the convulſed hypo- 

| crite 
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crite; nor in his mouth only, as the ſcribe; but 
all his devotions ſpring from the ſpirit, out of a 
tried, purified, and believing heart; prayers bot- 


tled up in this golden vial will keep as long as 


the believer lives, and will be acceptable to God 
through Chriſt Jeſus, as long as there is a believer 
in the world. Let the words of my mouth and the 
meditations of my heart be acceptable in thy fight, O 
Lord my ftrength and my Redeemer, Pſalm xix. 14. 


 2dly.. A believing heart is called a golden vial, 


becauſe of the many fiery trials that he feels: God 
has choſen his people in the furnace of afflition, 
Iſai. xlviii. 10. and has promiſed zo purify them 
as fikver is purified, and to try them as gold is tried, 

Zech. xiii. 9. and to make @ man by this, means 
more precious than the golden wedge of Ophir, Iſaiah 
xili. 12. It is common in ſcripture to call faith, 

faithfulneſs, or the trial of faith, by this name 
gold, which is the moſt weighty and moſt valuable 
of all metals, and requires the greateſt heat to 
purify it: Hence you read of he geld becoming dim, 
and of the moſt fine gold being changed, Lam. iv. 1. 
and of ihe FAITHFUL city becoming an barlot, Iſai. i. 
21. You read of the Saviour's being girt about 
the paps with a golden girdle, Rev. i. 13. Faithful- 
neſs is the girdle of bis reins, Iſai. xi. 5. You read 
of the trial of our faith being much more precious 
than gold that periſheth though it be tried with fire, 
1 Pet. i. 7. And of the Saviour's counſelling the 
Laodiceans 7o buy of him gold tried that they might 
be rich, Rev. ili. 18, it means, tried faith, God 
To having 
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having choſen the por of this "world rich in fath, 


James ii. 5. To be ſhort, a man whoſe heart js 
ſearched and tried, Rev. ii. 23. a heart purified by 
faith, Acts xv. ix. and fixed in humble confi- 
dence on the Lord (for it is with the heart that man 
believeth unto righteouſneſs), is this golden vial 
in my text; 'tis an honeſt, ſound, tried heart, pu- 
rified by faith, and influenced by the Holy Ghoſt, 


and prayers- ſpringing from ſuch an heart, are 


compared to ſiveet incenſe, in golden vials: Let my 


prayer be ſet before thee as incenſe, ſaith the Pſalmiſt, 


Pſalm cxli. 2. and ſuch prayers are as ſweet in- 
cenſe, and the Lord delights in them; Let me ſee 
thy countenance, let me hear thy voice, ſweet is thy 
voice and thy countenance is comely, Song ii. 14. 
Theſe ſpiritual prayers in the heart being com- 
pared to vials of odours is to teach us—that both 


the vial and the odours will keep—gold will not 


ruſt—odours will not ſtink—they are like a mix- 
ture of various perfumes corked up in abottle, and 
we may ſay of this vial of perfumes, as the Saviour 
does in the parable of the bottle of wine : But 
new wine muſt be put into new bottles and both are 


_ preſerved, Matt. ix. 17. 


 3dly. Saints prayers may be compared to odours, 
in alluſion to the ointment made for the conſe- 
cration of Aaron and his ſons; tate thou alſo unto 
thee principal ſpices, of pure myrrh, five hundred ſbetels; 
and of ſweet cinnamon half as much, even two hundred 
and fifty ſhekels ; and of ſweet calamus, two hundred 
and fifty ſhekels ; and of caſſia, five hundred ſhekels, 
7 after 
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after the ſbetel of the ſanfiuary; and of oil- olive, an 
hin; and thou ſhalt make it an oil of holy ointment, 
Exod. xxx. 23, 24. This olive oil, and the va- 
rious ſpices, moſt ſweetly prefigured the bleſſed 
unction of the Spirit of all grace. That as Aaron 
and his ſons, and the tabernacle, were anointed 
therewith, ſo the bleſſed Saviour, who was anoint- 
ed with the fulneſs of the Spirit, ſned abroad a 
little of this perfumed unction on his church and 
people, which is no ſmall pleaſure to them, for 


it is this ointment and perfume that rejoices the heart, 


Prov. xxvii. 9. And of this the Saviour takes par- 


ticular notice: Who is this that cometh out of the 


wilderneſs like pillars of ſmoak, perfumed with myrrh 
and frankincenſe, with all powders of the merchant ? 
Song iii. 6. 


Saints prayers may be called . from the 


various graces that attend real prayer. The faint 
. of God is commanded to come with boldneſs to the 


throne of grace. He prays to a God that he knows, 
and therefore worſbips him (accordingly) in the 
beauty of bolineſs: He comes with reverence, with 
filial fear, life and fervour; he prays in the Spirit, 
and with the underſtanding alſo : He aſks in faith 
pleads the promiſes —importunes and wreſtles 
hard; he prays in hope, and in expectation of 
being heard and anſwered; concludes with ſub- 
miſſion to the will of his God, and adds watching 
and waiting to his petitions. He prays for himſelf 
and for others, confeſſes his ſins, craves what he 

h needs, 
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needs, and bleſſes God for what he has got; and 
with ſuch ſacrifices God i 7s well pleaſed, There is the 
flame of divine love in his heart, fervent deſires 
riſe high towards heaven, and the approbation of 
God to ſuch prayers is as conſpicuous as it was to 
the wiſe men's offering, which conſiſted of gold, 
Frankincenſe, and myrrh, which was approved by a 
_ viſion from heaven, telling them mot to return to 
Herod, but to go into their own N another way, 
Matt. ii. 12. 

Theſe vials of odours are called the pere of 
ſaints; which differ much from an inſenſible 
finner “ ſaying his prayers,” or what is com- 
monly called © reading of prayers.” The golden 
vial is a new heart, a tried heart, and a believing 
heart, all which are God's gifts. The ſpirit of 
grace and of ſupplication is a blefling promiſed in 
the covenant of grace, therefore both the vials 
and the odours are the gifts of God, and of God 
the ſaints receive them. All human compoſitions 
are intended by the ſubtlety of the Devil to ſet the 
finner up in buſineſs for himſelf, that he may not 
be beholden to his God for the preparations of his 
heart and the anſwer of his tongue, Prov. xvi. 1. 
and as long as he can trade with human wares 
there is no fear of his going to God for aſſiſt- 
ance, for he is ſure to be the ſinner's laſt ſhift ; 
nor will he ever go there till his ſtock in trade 
is exhauſted. The fool that begun the tower at 
bis own expence without counting the coſt, went on 
till all his ſtock was expended, himſelf ruined, 
and 
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and others mocking at his vain attempt, before 
he left off. And it is much to be feared, and 
this I will be bold to affirm, that God has aw- 
fully deceived me in the matter of prayer, if 
many thouſands that are now ſwaddled up in a 
form of prayer without the ſpirit, will not in 
the great day be found calling in vain for this 
oil in their lamps, or theſe odours in the vials; 
without which the lamp will go out in a ſnuff, 
and inſtead of a ſweet ſmell [of odouts] Sebold a 
ſtink. The vain repetitions of the heathens are 
forbidden. Seek the bleſſed Spirit of God to 
help your infirmities in prayer: God loves the 
ſimple prayers of his ſaints; they are melody in 
his ears, and an odour of a ſweet ſmells Let me 
ſee thy countenance, let me hear thy voice; ſweet is 
thy voice, and thy countenance is comely, Song ii. 14, I 
come now to deſcribe a ſaint. 

A faint is a perſon choſen in Chriſt Jeſus, and 
in due time gathered unto him, and made par- 
taker of his Spirit; hence you read of their 
being ſanctiſied in Chriſt Jeſus, and called to be 
_ ſaints, 1 Cor. i. 2. that is, by virtue of their 
union with him they have ſanctification in him, 
and are ſanctified by him, and by his Spirit called 
to be ſaints. They are made willing by his power, 
perſuaded by the ſpirit of faith, and ſecretly 
moved by the love of God to approach and cloſe in 
with Chriſt for life and ſalvation. Every real be- 
liever is a faint; for he is purified by his faith, 
and by faith he lives: hence you read of Saul's 
| os perſe- 
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perſecuting the believers, which is called doing 
much evil to the Saints, Acts ix. 13. In ſhort, a 

ſaint is a believer in Chriſt, who is a partaker 
of his Spirit, maintains a cloſe walk and keeps 
up a communion and fellowſhip with his Lord, 
lives in the fear of him and in good conſcience 
toward him; he is choſen out of the world, 
and ſeparated from it; though in it, he is not 
of it; he is warmly attached to his Lord's 
cauſe, is diligent in the means of his appoint- 
ment, orders his ſteps by God's word, and fol- 
lows his Lord in the regeneration. Such ſouls 
the Lord hath ſanctified, and ſuch ſouls will 


ever ſanctify him. May God make and keep 


you all of this happy number for the ſake of 
him that came into this world to ſeek and to 
ſave that which was loſt, Amen and Amen, 
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